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FOREVER GRATEFUL 


By Doug Jeffrey ] 

He stood motionless, eyes firmly fixed on the 
gleaming wall. He rolled up the sleeve on his flan- 
nel shirt, reached out and carefully placed his hand 
on a name. His head slowly sank to his chest. I was 
some 20 feet away from the man standing in front 
of the traveling Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall, 
but I could feel the emotion running through his 
body. Captivated, I watched him a he struggled 
with demons from years past. I desperately wanted 
to speak, but I was hesitant to approach. 

After several minutes, he lowered his arm and 
ran his fingers underneath his left eye, then his 
right. I knew this was the time. 


LOSS OF A MARINE 


ULTIMATE SACRIFICE 


He is one of many heroes who have fought 
battles in distant lands so those of us who call 
America home can be free. In America's quest 
for that freedom, blood has also been shed. We 
have lost many. In World War I, there were 
more than 50,000 combat deaths. In World War 
II, the number exceeded 290,000. The Vietnam 
War had close to 50,000. The total of all Ameri- 
can combat deaths since the late 1770s? More 
than 660,000. The numbers are staggering. 

Every one of those servicemen had plans for 
when their enlistment was done, but all those 
dreams were put on hold while they fought for 
our country. 


"What was his name?" I cautiously said, not sure 
if he was open to a conversation with a stranger. 

"Steve," said the man without looking my way. 
"We were in the Marines." 

"How long did you know him?" 

That opened the floodgates. He told me when 
they had met, where they had gone to school, 
how long he had known him, their goals, their 
aspirations. 

I stood quietly and interjected occasionally as 
he recounted a relationship with a friend whose life 
was cut tragically short. After five minutes 
of an emotional outpouring, I felt it was time 
to step away. 

"It is an honor to have met you, sir. I appreciate 
everything you did for our country, and I am so sorry 
for your loss." 

I placed my hand on his right shoulder and 
looked into his eyes. Yes, I saw years and years of 
pain, but I also saw a Marine, a man who had 
fought valiantly for our country, an American hero. 


6 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 


ALWAYS REMEMBER 


On this Veteran's Day 201 5, think about the 
vets who have fought for you and me. Maybe it 
was a parent, a grandparent or an uncle. Possi- 
bly, it was a neighbor. Now, think about your 
life and how you're able to pursue your dreams 
because of the men and women of our military. 
Be thankful, and be appreciative. 

We live in the greatest country in the world, 
and we live a free life because of those in the 
Marines, Air Force, Army, Navy and Coast 
Guard. For what they do, we are forever 
grateful. 

For those who have died, we shall never 
forget. 

If the Marine who was at the traveling 
Vietnam Memorial Wall is reading this, I want 
to thank you again, sir. It was a true honor to 
have met an American hero. 
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■ A Marine Corps color guard posts the 
National and Marine Corps colors during the 
Remembrance Ceremony for Company "H," 
2nd Battalion, 26th Marines, held at the 
Marine Corps War Memorial at Arlington, 
Virginia. (Photo: Sergeant Justin M. Boling) 








■ A U.S. Army Reserve soldier reads some 
of the 58,272 names etched into "The Wall" 
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Wash- 
ington, D.C, as the sun rises, July 22, 2015. 
(U.S. Army photo by Sergeant Ken Scar) 





A T-45C Goshawk training aircraft attached 
to Training Air Wing (CTW) 1 taxies across 
the flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. (Photo: Mass Com- 
munication Specialist 3rd Class J. Alexander) 
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|| ■ The Coast Guard 

cutter Hamilton, a 
418-foot Legend class 
cutter, arrives in Miami. 
(U.S. Coast Guard 
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photo: Petty Officer 3rd 
Class Mark Barney) 
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ADV?^CE9HN \ 
TECHNOLi)GY^ 
HAVE' MADE 
SNIPERS EVEN 
MORE EFFECTIVE 


BV JIM STFILEV / PHOTOS BV CHAO SPECTOR 


O UR COUNTRY'S SNIPERS HAVE BEEN AT WAR FOR THE PAST 14 YEARS. 

IN THAT TIME, MUCH HAS CHANGED IN THE WAY WE TRAIN AND IN 
THE EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY WE HAVE ACCESS TO ... AND 
WITH THAT, THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE MODERN SNIPER ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD. 

Talk to a few service members, and you will find a common thread when it comes to 
changes in tactics, training and funding for equipment: Advances in the military nor- 
mally come in the wake of a lesson learned in blood. This is what war does; it forces us 
to abandon what doesn't work, question outdated training dogma and ineffective 
SOPs, and it creates funding to push technology. 

We have to develop better gear and better tactics, and we have to train for the 
fight we are in — or we fail. In combat, failure is absolute. 


14 WORLD OF FIREPOWER I 




EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING 
ADVANCEMENTS 


There are basically three areas 
that determine how effective a 
sniper is: training (both physical and 
technical), character (judgment, in- 
telligence and toughness) and 
equipment. There have been a lot 
of advances in equipment, but we 
will focus on a few specific leaps in 
each major category. 

Optics: Optics quality, features, 
reticles and durability have im- 
proved drastically over the past 20 
years. Features such as bubble levels, 
cosign indicators, locking turrets 
and quick parallax adjustments 
were all things we didn't have when 
I went to sniper school in 2000. 

Night Vision and Thermal Optics: 
Older units such as the SIMRAD 
were bulky, slow to mount and 
changed a sniper's zero. Current 
clip-on units mount in front of your 
day scope in seconds and don't 
change POI significantly. This allows 
shooters to transition from day to 
night operations quickly in the field. 

Weather Meters and Ballistic 
Computers: Gear such as the Kestrel 
loaded with Applied Ballistics soft- 
ware can automatically and continu- 
ously update a sniper with the 
correct information required for 
first-round hits with changing at- 
mospheric, wind and weather 
conditions. This used to be a time- 
consuming, tedious task or outright 
impossible in the field. 

Magneto Speed: Getting an accu- 
rate muzzle velocity has always 
been difficult with traditional 
chronographs. New technology has 
allowed us to get more-accurate val- 
ues and thus drastically decrease the 
time it takes to gather DOPE and 
build a range card (see top photo). 

Quick-Change Calibers: It is now 
possible to quickly change calibers 
using a single rifle to suit a specific 
mission at the operator level (no ar- 
morer required). For instance, the 
Desert Tech SRS can go from .308 to 
.338 in a couple of minutes with 
only one tool. 



The "hog's tooth" is a Marine Corps Scout Sniper tradition that stems from the idea that everyone has a 
bullet with their name on it. However, if you have the one that is meant for you hanging around your 
neck, you can't be killed by a bullet. Given to students when they graduate from sniper school, the hog's 
tooth is a 1 75-grain bullet (as used by the Marines) on a piece of 550 cord, which is worn around the 
neck. When a sniper receives it, he is no longer a PIG (professionally instructed gunman) in a sniper pla- 
toon. He is now a HOG (hunter of gunmen) and recognized as a Marine Corps Scout Sniper by his peers. 
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Rifles: The ability to adjust rifles to the shooter 
has improved greatly. Things such as height of 
comb were adjusted using foam padding from 
your sleeping mat (which you were never al- 
lowed to use) and lots of rigger's tape. Now, 
height of comb, length of pull, trigger settings 
and more can be easily adjusted on most high- 
end rifles. 

Semi-Auto Rifles: These have come a long way 
in accuracy, especially in the AR platform. A 
short-barreled .308 can have a huge advantage 
over a bolt-action rifle for certain mission types. 

Targets: Reactive steel targets are the standard 
in long-range shooting and are now incorpo- 
rated in automated moving targets like the one 
at Sniper Country in Utah (see photos at right). 

Positional Shooting: Standing positions were 
once near impossible at extended ranges, but 
training and equipment such as the HOG Saddle 
on a tripod have changed that (see photo, top of 
page 20). 
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OF CHANGE 



The following interview 
features Cayien Wojcik, 
a Marine Corps Scout 
Sniper and director of 
operations at Magpui. 

How have things 
changed since you went 
to sniper schooi in 
1999? 

I thought we were at the 
forefront of long-range 
shooting, but I was sorely 
mistaken. The civilian com- 
munity was light years ahead 
of us in understanding exter- 
nal ballistics. The biggest 
change since I went to school 
is that snipers now have a lot 
better understanding of the 
"why" behind everything, 
and they have much better 
equipment at their disposal. 

What does it mean to 
be a sniper? 

Being a sniper is a lifestyle. 
Being a good shooter is not 
enough. For a sniper, shoot- 
ing is 1 0 percent of your job. 
When the time comes to 
shoot, it becomes 1 00 
percent of your purpose. 

Where have the biggest 
changes occurred: rifies, 
gear or training? 

Rifles with multi-caliber ca- 
pability, gear with rangefind- 
ers and ballistic computers, 
and shooting in non-prone 
positions. 

What is the singie most 
important character 
trait in a sniper? 

Judgment. Fitness is the most 
basic level of survivability. 

Give us your thoughts 
on rifie cieaning, and 
what is your favorite 
piece of gear? 

Clean it so it is functional 
and reliable, and then let the 
barrel tell you when it needs 
cleaning. The best pieces of 
gear are my Leica Geovids 
and my Proof Tac-ll rifle. 


r 
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Life as a Sniper 

By Jim Staley 

Most people think of snipers the way they 
are portrayed in movies: guys stalking 
through the brush with a Ghillie suit on, 
skull-dragging their way to a 1 ,000-yard 
head shot. 

Although shooting is a large part of most 
formal sniper schools, it is actually a much 
smaller part of the sniper mission. I see a 
common misconception once in a while in 
the long-range competition shooting com- 
munity and constantly among civilian 
shooters who just don't know better. 

They think a sniper should always be a bet- 
ter shooter than a non-sniper or, that if 
someone is a better shooter than a sniper, 
that means they are . . . well, pretty much 
the same thing. No. 

It is more than shooting. It is a right of pas- 
sage that is earned with learning a trade, 
along with a lot of pain and suffering. 

Being a sniper is a lifestyle and something 
that is part of you. It is a brotherhood and 
a skill you should feel a duty to maintain. It 
is not a T-shirt or a sticker in the 
window of your truck. 

Being a recon Marine, I felt as if I never 
had enough time to get behind the long 
gun and train. I felt I never had enough 
DOPE or enough practice. 

The reality is that most snipers never feel 
as if it is ever enough. 

Caylen Wojcik sums up the feeling of never 
being content: "Snipers are a different 
breed of people who have an innate drive 
to never accept average or a mentality of, 
'It's good enough.' They are leaders who 
relentlessly pursue excellence within them- 
selves and take an immense amount of 
pride in what they do. The role of a sniper 
is multi-faceted in the sense that being a 
good shooter just isn't enough." . 



The True Meaning 

AN ACTIVE SNIPER REVEALS WHAT 
irs LIKE TO LIVE THE LIFE 

Eddie G., who is still operational, is an Army Special Forces 
SOTIC sniper and Deliberate Dynamics instructor. He talks of 
the winds of change that snipers have experienced. 

How have things changed since you went to 
sniper school? 

A lot of what we were taught, such as wind formulas, were 
just not that accurate, and there was much more emphasis on 
data books. 


What does it mean to be a sniper? 

A sniper is not just a school-qualified individual; one must 
take time to understand the trade. I found my motivation at a 
competition in North Carolina. I did poorly, and a civilian com- 
petitor asked me what I did for a living. That professional em- 
barrassment was enough for me to understand what level of 
expertise I was supposed to be providing to the people I 
swore to defend. 

What has changed with rifles? 

New reticles that allow increased speed and accuracy. AR 
platforms have become a lot more accurate and muzzle 
devices that increase control. 


What is the most important character trait? 

Being calculating, OCD-like.This is a requirement for all facets 
of the job. 

Fitness or shooting skill? And talk about rifle 
cleaning. 

Fitness. I was once told that accurate shooting was the "art of 
sameness." And baked-on carbon applied randomly defeats 
this. 

Your favorite piece of kit? 

My USMC M-40 rifle. 
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"ADVANCES IN THE MILITARY NORMALLY 
COME IN THE WAKE OF A LESSON 
LEARNED IN BLOOD." 


Then and Now 

Mawhinney: The Man With the Most Confirmed Kills During 
the Vietnam War 

Chuck Mawhinney is a former U.S. Marine Corps Scout Sniper 
who has the most confirmed kills to date from the Vietnam War. 
In the following interview, Mawhinney steps back in time to 
discuss a number of topics, including the gear that was used in 
that war. 

What type of equipment did you have when you 
rolled out of the wire? 

We used a model 700 hunting rifle with a 3-9 power Redfield 
hunting scope. We were zero'd at 500 meters and would 
hold low or high in inches from there. We didn't have any 


communications once we left the wire; we had to navigate with 
a map and compass, and we often carried an early-model night 
vision scope called the Starlight. 

Did you use Ghillie suits or camo paint? 

It was too hot to use a Ghillie suit, and the face paint they gave 
us would make it so you couldn't sweat. So, I had my parents 
send me food coloring, and we mixed that with some paste 
made from cooked-down banana leaves for face paint. 

Is fitness or shooting ability more important? 

And where does rifle cleaning fall in the order of 
priority? 

Fitness is more important than marksmanship, because I can 
teach a monkey to shoot. I cleaned my rifle everyday. 


What is your favorite piece of gear? 

My Steady Point rifle rest. 

What is the difference between snipers now and 
when you went through sniper school? 

Snipers now have longer and more diverse training. All they 
taught us was what we needed to know to be a sniper in 
Vietnam. 

I know you have done a lot in the sniper community 
over the years — speaking at graduations and 
teaching courses — but what are you up to now? 

Now, I am just old and tired! My biggest joy in the last couple of 
years has been breaking in the 103 replica rifles that Remington 
made for me. I personally break in each rifle, complete the log 
book and sell it on my website. FP 
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■ The 19-inch transition rail is MLOK compatible and 
features an incredibly robust neck that displaces the 
contact pressure surface area and has a barrel nut 
that doubles as a heat sink to mitigate increased 
chamber temperatures. 
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FALKOR 
DEFENSE'S 
PETRA 
CAN NAIL 
1/4 MCA 
GROUPS AT 
YARDS 


► BV TVLER HUGHES / PHOTOS BV HENRV OE KUVPER 


T he "BLACK RIFLE," OR "AR," MARKET IS A ROBUST 
ONE, WITH NEW MODELS RELEASED DAILY. 

I use the term, "models," very loosely, because most 
of the ARs that are released are simply a different color 
or branding or feature some other small changes to allow a 
manufacturer to claim it. 

But what has really been changed? Are you buying any- 
thing different? The answer is a murky one. 

Unfortunately, some black rifles are no different than 
another. Merely a copy. No innovation. No improvements. 
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Then, there are a very few manufacturers that 
simply scrap everything and say, "Throw it all 
away; we are going to start over!" 

That's American. That is bad-assery — ^to refuse 
to settle for "It works, so let's go with it," but in- 
stead decide, "It doesn't work well enough, so 
we will start over." 

Thusly, I introduce the Falkor Defense "Petra." 

FALKOR'S PHILOSOPHY 

The Petra is an AR platform built to fire long- 
action cartridges, most notably, .300 Win. Mag. 
This is no ordinary rifle, and although other man- 
ufacturers have produced similar weapons, either 
before or after the release of the Petra, none has 
reached the standard of excellence the crew of 
Falkor Defense has achieved. 

For most, building a precision black rifle is a 
thing of mystery. Sometimes, you get lucky; other 
times, not so much. It is not as simple as using 
quality parts and expecting quality results. 

The Falkor Defense crew recognized this from 
the beginning. 

It was obvious that to produce the most pre- 
cise long-action AR rifle, the company would 


need quality parts, quality engineering, patience 
and a no-fear attitude of failing. Rather, it would 
just dust off and keep moving. 

I was fortunate to be part of the Petra evalua- 
tion process. To test such a fine weapon, giving 
my feedback, as well as watching as Falkor con- 
tinuously improved on an already-near perfect 
system have comprised an amazing experience. 

UNDER THE PETRA'S 'HOOD' 

The Petra rifle is, in simple terms, an air- 
cooled, semi-automatic, magazine-fed, gas-oper- 
ated, shoulder-fired precision rifle capable of 
printing % minute of angle (MOA) groups. Yes! 
You read that right ... % MOA. (Not to insult any- 
one's intelligence, but a % MOA is approximately 
.25 inch at 100 yards or 1.25 inches at 500 yards.) 

The firearms industry has been largely incapable 
of achieving these results with an AR system. Now 
that's not to say some manufacturers have not 
achieved this feat — some have, but not many, 
and certainly none that spit out 300 Win. Mag. 

What absolutely sold me on the Petra was that 
it wasn't just one rifle that was tested or one 
source of ammunition. This rifle has proven its 


ability to constantly reach the % MOA mark. 

Before I keep you drooling over this rifle's 
precision, let's look at what parts, processes and 
other works of Falkor magic were used to 
achieve this high level of precision. 

FALKOR MAGIC 

To fully understand the Petra and what went 
into its manufacturing, I needed to first get to 
the source. I wanted to know how the company 
was able to achieve what others have not. So, I 
reached out to Clint Walker, executive vice presi- 
dent of Falkor Defense and coordinator of the 
small team of masterminds behind the Petra. 

I have been friends with Clint for many years, 
and a keystone of our friendship was honesty 
and no bullshit. So, when I called him, I might 
initially have led him to believe that the Petra 
was not working, functioning poorly and not 
shooting worth a damn. 

This is where you learn the Falkor motto. Clint 
calmly said to me, "Tyler, I'll overnight you a sec- 
ond rifle. Please send that one back when you 
can so we can tear it down, diagnose it and 
ensure we have no more issues." 
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I couldn't contain myself. I had to tell him the 
truth, because at that point, I felt bad about 
that white lie and that I couldn't get a rise out 
of him. When I confessed, he nicely called me 
the equivalent of a male sex organ before ask- 
ing how the testing was really going. 

This is where my secret squirrel mentality 
turned on. I was seeking answers and wasn't 
going to let Clint get any rest until I was satis- 
fied. So, my first question was simple; yet, it 
was the most obvious question: "How did you 
do it?" 

This was a wide-open question, but Clint had 
a direct and simple answer: "We listened." 

OK, Clint, but how? And so began the details 
I'd been waiting for. It started with the machin- 
ing process and what Falkor was doing differ- 
ently inside the Petra. Screw the cosmetics — if 
the rifle does not function correctly, it's merely a 
paperweight for an oversized desk. 

Although I cannot reveal all the details, I can 
tell you this: The Falkor team spent hours upon 
hours upon several months in R&D, resulting in 
nine patents pending. That being said, the Petra 
has eliminated a few issues that are often over- 
looked, such as receiver wiggle and bolt carrier 


group tilt and rotation. For some, this is negligi- 
ble, but when you are playing in the game of 
precision rifles, consistency equals accuracy, and 
customers are quick to pick out flaws. To under- 
stand Falkor's way of thinking, you must under- 
stand its team. Simply put, without getting off 
topic about the Petra, the Falkor team com- 
prises individuals who have a passion for preci- 
sion engineering and who not only play in the 
firearms world, but also dip their spoons in the 
aeronautical world. 

THE BARREL 

The next part to receive attention was the 
barrel. When I was first told about it, I was skep- 
tical. I had heard both sides of the story and was 
curious. The carbon-fiber PROOF Research barrel 
was the barrel-of-choice. It ultimately made me 
a huge fan and believer. 

Now, of course, I asked the obvious ques- 
tions: What twist rate are you going with? 

What specifications are you going with for 
chambering? What length gas system will you 
use? Is every bolt trued to the barrel, head- 
space, timing, etc.? 


Clint laughed a bit before answering my 
questions, because he realized that not only was 
I curious about how the Petra is made, I was 
also searching for answers regarding how Falkor 
achieved such consistent precision. 

Clint began giving me specs about the barrel: 
1/10 right-hand twist, SAAMI spec chamber. The 
barrel, in fact, is the only carbon-fiber barrel ap- 
proved by the U.S. military. That being said, it 
was all interesting and exactly what I wanted to 
hear, but I was still not hearing the solution to 
the accuracy problem. 

So, I asked the hard question. "Clint, give me 
a straight answer about why you are different. 
What did you do?" 

He then discussed details that started getting 
my brain wheels spinning. First, he talked about 
the gas system. The Falkor team knew that 
Winchester Mag ammunition comes in a wide 
variety of offerings — from 150-grain hunting 
ammunition to 240-grain Long Range Match 
ammunition — so the priority was ensuring that 
the Petra could handle such a wide selection. 

For this area, gas tube length, gas hole size 
and even the gas key on the bolt carrier group 
would need attention. Specifically, the gas tube 
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"...TO PRODUCE THE MOST PRECISE 
LONG-ACTION AR RIFLE, THE COMPANY 
WOULD NEED QUALITY PARTS, 
QUALITY ENGINEERING, PATIENCE AND 
A NO-FEAR ATTITUDE OF FAILING. " 


can be thought of as rifle length 
plus 2. As for the gas hole diam- 
eter, it is a Falkor secret, but I 
can assure you it is not the stan- 
dard size. Nevertheless, it works. 
And, I can say that with the ut- 
most confidence, having fed this 
beast of a rifle whatever I could 
buy or reload. 

To say that I achieved % MOA 
results at 100 yards with 190- 
grain Federal Match ammo is 
great. Now add that I also shot 
% MOA with 230-grain Berger 
Hybrid Reloads at 500 yards — 
unreal. Ask any precision rifle 
shooter. They will tell you that 
not many rifles have the ability 
to function at both ends of the 
projectile weight spectrum. 

Aside from the accuracy 
Falkor has achieved, the gas sys- 


tem also plays a huge part in 
pressure. Most factory ammuni- 
tion was never designed for 
semi-auto applications or the 
over-pressure that comes with 
the platform. Stuck cases, blown 
primers and receiver damage 
are just a few issues I have seen 
when dealing with AR-precision 
platforms. Not here. Due to 
Falkor's innovation and exten- 
sive R&D, those issues have been 
addressed. And, to be clear, 
when I say, "addressed," I don't 
mean adding adjustable gas 
blocks to mitigate the issue. 
Falkor chose to hit the problems 
head on and would not settle 
for using an adjustable gas 
block or quick-fix add-ons. 


26 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 



AlIDWEST Introducing the New 

Tv/rp Ml luick Demch Nlounis 

j\ /! _i l_| The New Standard for 

—I / i i Professional Optic and 

LNDUSTRIES, INC. Accessory Mounting 

We have listened to our customers and now offer a quick detach system second to none! 


— Don't settle for anything less than the best . . . 

Ml Quick Detach Mounts - the New Affordable Standard! 


Features that are setting us apart from the competition: 

♦ Super smooth, easy to use patented lever ♦ Precision machined to tight 
tolerances for precise repeat of zero ♦ Multi-faceted adjustment nut for perfect 
adjustment tension ♦ Wide contact clamp that will not damage your upper 
or rail ♦ Stringent quality control that ensures perfect performance 

^ 100% made in the U.S.A., backed by our Lifetime Warranty 


NEW! Ml QD 
Bipod Mount 

For Harris Type Bipods 

Special Introductory Price 

#MI-QDBP $79.95 

NEW! Ml QD 
Optic Mounts 

For Aimpoint T1 and T2 

Puts the iron sights in 
the lower 1 /3 of optic 

Special Introductory Price 

#MI-QDT1-1/3 . . $90.00 

Puts the iron sights at 
true co-witness height 

Special Introductory Price 

#MI-QDT1-CO . . $90.00 

NEW! Ml QD 
Optic Mount 

For Aimpoint PRO I I 

and ComplVI4 I | 

Special Introductory Price 


#MI-QDAPM 


$75.00 



NEW! Ml QD 30mni 
Scope Mount 

Special Introductory Price 

#MI-QD30SM . $179.95 

NEW! Ml QD 
Optic Mounts 

ForTrijicon Mini ACOG 

Fits Mini ACOG TA33, TA44 

Special Introductory Price 

#MI-QDTAM . . . $79.95 

For Trijicon RMR Puts iron sights in lower 1/3 

Special Introductory Price #mi-qdrmr-i/3 $90.oo 




NEW! Ml QD Optic Mounts 

One Lever Model, for Trijicon ACOG and VCOG full size 

Special Introductory Price #mi-qdtavi $82.50 

Two Lever Model, for Trijicon ACOG and VCOG full size 

Special Introductory Price #mi-qdtav 2 $125.00 


★ r 
★ ^ 

★ 

r 


W292S4498 Hillside Rd, Waukesha, Wl 53189 Tel: 262-896-6780, Fax: 262-896-6756 www.midwestindustriesinc.com 



’ 1 . 1 


* . 




ir 








"THIS RIFLE HAS PROVEN ITS ABILITY TO REACH THE V4 MOA MARK. 


THE FORE RAIL 

Clint next briefed me on the fore rail, which 
the Falkorteam calls the "tranny" rail. I will 
let your brain ponder why the company chose 
this name. 

On previous rifles I have had the pleasure of 
testing and beating into the dirt, I have noticed 
one problem with a handful of them: the rail sys- 
tem. By that, I mean attaching my sling to the rail 
and using it to engage off of barricades or tripods 
or simply loading into the bipods attached to the 
rail that, in the prone position, would cause the 
rail to flex. This, in turn, would also move the 
barrel, creating all types of "WTF" moments. 


Ultimately, the Falkor team recognized this 
problem early on, so it designed a rail/barrel 
nut system that increases the surface area of con- 
tact between the handguard and the upper re- 
ceiver, thereby eliminating the issue of flex and 
impact shift. 

But, why stop there? What other issues does 
any rifle have? How about chamber temperature 
heating up cartridges, causing higher chamber 
pressures that lead to high impacts or "flyers"? 
Yup, the team addressed that issue, as well: The 
barrel nut was designed to act as a heat sink that 
draws heat from the chamber, allowing it to dissi- 
pate. To reiterate, Falkor was not going to settle 
for "good enough." 


OTHER FEATURES 

You might be wondering what else is 
so amazing about this rifle — besides the 
advanced engineeringof the upper re- 
ceiver and bolt carrier group, the PROOF 
Research barrel, the completely re- 
designed gas system and the "tranny" 
rail and its advanced barrel nut system. 
This rifle has all the qualities a precision 
shooter looks for in a rifle and more. 

More? Is this a typo? No, it's not. 

By more, I mean it has features outside 
the normal adjustable length-of-pull and 
adjustable cheek piece on the buttstock. 
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■ For the testing, 
Tyler Hughes 
wanted an optic 
with a magnification 
range that would 
limit his ability to 
see targets out to 
a mile. 


■ The Falkor charging 
handle is unique and 
overbuilt. The inter- 
nal-latching design 
and steel levers inside 
the handle ears make 
it strong and robust. 




Let's look at the trigger, for instance. The 
Falkor team went with a tried-and-true 
Geissle SSAE 2 stage trigger, which is a total 
weight of 3.2 pounds — 2.0 pounds, first 
stage; 1.2 pounds second stage. 

We cannot forget about recoil. Wait; what 
recoil? The .300 Win. Mag. has long been 
known for recoil, but this system, with its 
custom-designed muzzle brake and gas sys- 
tem, nearly eliminates felt recoil, allowing 
the shooter to remain on target and prepare 
for follow-on shots. 

Ok, those are features you expect when 
spending your hard-earned money on a pre- 
cision magnum rifle. How about true mir- 
rored ambidextrous controls? And I do mean 
mirrored. It doesn't matter if you are right- 
handed, left-handed or right-handed shoot- 
ing left-handed, the controls for the safety, 
bolt catch and magazine release are identical 
on both the left and right side of the lower 
receiver. 

Even the receiver pins got an ambidex- 
trous upgrade! You, the shooter, can decide 
whether to flip the receiver pins around. 

And, if that's not enough, it comes with a 
patented, two-tone shadow works anodizing 
that will have everyone at the range wonder- 
ing what bad-ass weapon system you 
brought to the range to outshoot them. 


THE OPTIC 

A long-range rifle is pretty much crippled 
without glass you trust and can depend on. 

Welcome to U.S. Optics. 

I spoke with U.S. Optics' Jason and told him 
my needs, which led us to selecting the ER-25 
5-25x variable power riflescope. I use U.S. Op- 
tics on a regular basis and believe in its prod- 
ucts, their quality and the people behind the 
scope. So, for me, this was a no-brainer. 

If you don't already know it, you can get a 
U.S. Optic in almost any configuration you 
choose. For the Petra, I wanted something 
with a magnification range that would limit 
my ability to see targets out to a mile and 
would also allow me to use the optic as a tool 
as designed to its greatest potential. As a re- 
sult, I selected the Horus H37 Reticle. 

You might wonder why I didn't jump on 
the Horus popularity wagon by selecting a 
reticle such as the H-59 or maybe the H102. 
The answer is simple: I wanted a reticle that 
would allow me to hold over for target en- 
gagement on maximum power out to ex- 
treme distances of 1,400 to 1,500 yards. The 
H-37 allows you to do that. When the optic is 
zeroed at the crosshairs, you get a total of 14 
mils of elevation holdover. It can achieve this 
because the crosshairs are actually 4 mils 
above center. Crazy, right? 


I opened up the capability of the scope and 
rifle combination, and it's just one more tool in 
the toolbox. It's important as a precision long- 
range shooter to take care of your equipment. 
Also remember this: Buy once, cry once. 

You will appreciate the quality, clarity, dura- 
bility and performance of a U.S. Optic long 
after you've forgotten how much it cost. 

THERAPY TIME 

Now, I think some range time is in order. All 
this writing about the Petra and U.S. Optics has 
me itching for some long-range therapy. Lucky 
for me, I still have not returned the rifle to 
Falkor. Sorry Clint ... just a few more days. 


About the Author 

Name: Tyler R. Hughes 
Military Experience: 
Marine Scout sniper 
Title: Max Ordinate 
Academy instructor; 

U.S. Optics Academy 
training director 
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FALKOR DEFENSE 

www.FalkorDefense.com 


U.S. OPTICS 

www.USOptics.com 


■ The Geissle 
SSAE 2 stage 
trigger features a 
total weight of 
3.2 pounds. 


Contact Information 




FALCOR DEFENSE PETRA 


CALIBER: .300 Win. Mag 
LENGTH: 35.75 inches long 
(collapsed) 

WEIGHT: 11.75 pounds 
BARREL: 20 or 22 inches PROOF 
Research CF match barrel or a 
22-inch SS black nitride barrel 
TWIST: 1:10 

RECEIVER: Precision-machined 
7075 T6 matched billet 


STOCK: Luth-AR MBA 
TRIGGER: Geiselle SSA-E trigger 
PISTOL GRIP: Hogue 
SIGHTS: U.S. Optics ER-25 5-25x 
COLOR OPTIONS: Shadow 
and grey 
PRICE: $5,899* 

(*as tested with carbon-fiber 
barrel. $4,799 with steel barrel) 
FP 
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^ BV TERRILL HOFFMAN 


OME MIGHT THINK I'M LOSING IT, 
BUT THE TRUE RIFLEMEN AMONG 
YOU WILL UNDERSTAND WHEN I 
SAY THAT SOME RIFLES CAN 
TALK. 

Talking rifles might be rarer than unicorns, 
but every now and then, one will call out to 
you. I was recently reminded of this fact at an 
annual outdoor gathering held on my property. 

During the week, it is not unusual for a few 
of the campers to enjoy a little "horse trading," 
and the bartering normally centers around old 
camping equipment, knives or even a firearm 
or two. 

The sound was faint, merely a whisper, yet I 
was still able to recognize the distinct cry of, 
"Save me." Knowing that this sound was nor- 
mally encountered while walking the aisles of a 


local gun show, I had to investigate when I 
heard "Save me" echo through the trees for a 
second time. Off to my left, a group of guys 
was right in the midst of some high-level dick- 
ering, and at their feet sat one of the saddest 
looking rifles I have ever seen. In just a few 
minutes, this rifle changed ownership twice. 

To keep a long story short, before the end of 
the night, I became the owner of an old Savage 
110 chambered in 7mm Remington Magnum. 
I'm still trying to understand why this rifle 
spoke to me, but I guess it just thought I was its 
last chance for salvation. 

I have no clue how many people have 
owned this rifle, but somewhere in its life, it 
came across a true sadist. He (or she) had 
placed it in a laminated thumbhole stock that 
had the design flare of a streetwalker. The back 


end had a cheek rest that reminded me of an 
Olympic ski jump, while the forearm was little 
more than a wooden brick. A former owner 
had also allowed the barreled action to be- 
come a victim to slight surface rust, and it ap- 
peared that the bore had never come into 
contact with a cleaning patch. 

Overall, this rifle was only a step away from 
the trash heap. However, at that point, it was 
mine, and all I had to figure out was what in 
the world I was going to do with it. 

The answer came to me a few weeks later 
while I was shooting a Remington LTR (light 
tactical rifle) in .308 Winchester at 500 yards. It 
was enjoyable hearing the steel ring at that dis- 
tance; that is when I decided to use the Savage 
as a foundation for building a dedicated long- 
range precision rifle. Here's how I did it. 
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WHY THE SAVAGE? 

First, Savage Arms is 
noted for building accu- 
rate rifles, and second, 
its rifles are among the 
few on which the aver- 
age individual can per- 
form his own barrel 
changes. All you need 
are a couple of tools and 
a little time. 

If you have ever heard 
a rifle whisper to you, I 
invite you to follow 
along with this step-by- 
step process and con- 
sider your own needs for 
a long-range rifle. 


01 ) 

The nice thing about photographs is that they can hide a 
lot of flaws. This was the rifle after I had applied a belt 
Sander to the cheek rest and cleaned a good bit of the sur- 
face rust off the metal. Even after this work, the old barrel 
was beyond salvation, and I knew I couldn't be content 
without making some major changes. This is what it was; 
my first step was to decide what I wanted it to be. 

OE) 

Removing the stock required nothing more that remov- 
ing the two action screws. All that remained was a barreled 
action chambered in 7mm Rem. Mag. I had already decided 
to make a barrel change and convert it to a chambering I 
prefer — ^the .300 Win. Mag. After all, depending on the ac- 
tion and bolt you start with, there are several caliber 
changes that can be made simply by changing the barrel. 


03 ) 

Besides a screwdriver set and a rubber mallet, the only 
tools needed for a barrel change are a barrel vise, action 
wrench and a set of go and no-go gauges. A Savage barrel 
wrench will have two ends. One end will have rounded 
lugs; the other has square lugs. One or the other end will fit 
the barrel lock nut used on your rifle. These tools are avail- 
able from several outlets, and I obtained mine from 
Brownells, my favorite supplier. 

04 ) 

To remove the old barrel, start by bolting the vise to a 
sturdy workbench. Then, slide the appropriate end of the 
wrench over the barrel before inserting the barrel into the 
vise. Clamp it in place by tightening the two bolts evenly on 
both sides. If you have any plans to re-use the old barrel, 
apply a layer of duct tape around the barrel to preserve the 
finish. 
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05 ) 

A lot of torque is required to remove the 
barrel lock nut, so make sure the vise is as tight 
as you can make it. I use a 4-foot pipe fitted 
over the end of the wrench for ample leverage. 

Standing behind the action with the barrel 
pointed away from you, slip the wrench in 
place over the barrel lock nut and rotate clock- 
wise. Most of the time, you will need a couple 
of good whacks with the rubber mallet on the 
wrench to loosen the nut. Once the nut is 
loose, unscrew the action counter-clockwise to 
separate the action from the barrel. Save the 
recoil lug, which is now loose, as well as the 
barrel lock nut. 


06 ) 

This is the point at which you want to 
obtain your new barrel. Wanting — and 
wishing — for the best results, I ordered a 
"Super Match" barrel chambered in .300 
Win. Mag. from Pac-Nor Barreling, Inc. It 
came fully chambered and threaded for a 
Savage action. 

Several companies make suitable barrels 
that are pre-threaded and pre-chambered; 
the choice is left up to your personal prefer- 
ence. Again, you might want to check out 
Brownells, because it sells Savage barrel re- 
placement kits that include a new barrel, 
action wrench and gauges. 


07 ) 

To start the installation of 
your new barrel, apply a few 
layers of tape to the portion 
of the barrel that will be 
clamped in the vise. Insert the 
barrel into the vise and 
tighten using the same 
method you used to remove 
the old barrel. Slip the barrel 
wrench over the end of the 
barrel and then thread the 
barrel-locking nut as far as it 
will go up the new barrel. 
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08 ) 

09 ) 

10 ) 

11 ) 

Slip the re- 

Remove the ex- 

To set the headspace on your new 

You might have to 

coil lug into 

tractor from the bolt 

barrel, slip the "go" gauge into the 

go back and forth 

place, making 

by sliding it out of 

chamber before inserting and clos- 

with the two gauges 

sure the pro- 

the bolt face. There is 

ing the bolt. Then, thread the action 

and make fine adjust- 

truding stud 

a ball detent apply- 

onto the barrel until the closed bolt 

ments to see how far 

faces the end 

ing pressure on the 

hits the "go" gauge. Open the bolt 

the action is threaded 

toward the ac- 

underside of the ex- 

and thread the action in or out until 

on the barrel to 

tion. At this 

tractor, and you need 

the bolt can smoothly close with the 

achieve the perfect 

point, you can 

to be careful not to 

"go" gauge in place. Open the bolt 

setting. You want the 

start to thread 

let it fly once you re- 

and remove the "go" gauge using a 

bolt to be able to 

the action 

move the extractor. 

cleaning rod inserted in the muzzle. 

smoothly close on the 

onto the new 

Set aside the extrac- 

Insert the "no-go" gauge. With the 

"go" gauge, yet not 

barrel. 

tor, detent ball and 

"no-go" gauge in place, the bolt 

close on the "no-go" 


spring. 

should not be able to close. 

gauge. 


12 ) 

Slip the recoil lug back to the 
action while making sure the 
stud on the lug fits into the 
cutout on the action. Thread 
the locking nut back until it is 
tight against the action. 
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15) 

Locate and remove the 
e-ring on the end of the 
trigger pivot pin. Slide the 
pivot pin out and remove 
the old trigger. Make sure 
you take the trigger pull 
spring out of the old trig- 
ger and put it in the new 
trigger. Slide the trigger 
in place, reinsert the pivot 
pin and attach the e-ring. 

16) 

During this process, 
you can remove the old 
trigger pull rod and set 
screw. Start the adjust- 
ment procedure as in- 
structed by the enclosed 
Timney guide. This is an 
easy process and allows 
the trigger to be adjusted 
for trigger pull, overtravel 
and sear engagement. 

17) 

Now, we are going to 
start to make the Savage 
look like a complete rifle 
by replacing that old stock 
with a new chassis system 
by MDT. The all-aluminum 
chassis is a precision ma- 
chine stock foundation 
that is truly a drop-in 
procedure. The mating 
between the chassis and 
action totally eliminates 
the need for bedding the 
action to the stock. As a 
side benefit, it also con- 
verts your rifle to use an 
AlCS removable magazine. 


13) 

Then, slide the barrel wrench back on the locking nut and tighten as much as 
possible. Give it a couple of good raps with the rubber mallet, and you should be 
set to go. To play it safe, double check the headspace using the "go" and "no-go" 
gauges once more. If the action slipped while you were tightening the locking 
nut, you might have to go back to the previous step and reset the headspace. 

All in all, this might seem like a lengthy process, but it is relatively easy. I sug- 
gest you take a moment to visit YouTube and search for "changing a Savage bar- 
rel." There are a couple of short and informative videos demonstrating the entire 
process. 


14) 

The newly barreled 
action is now ready for 
one of the best improve- 
ments you can make to 
any rifle: the trigger. I 
chose to replace the 
stock trigger with a 
fully adjustable Timney 
trigger. 


18) 

I chose the LSS XL chas- 
sis for its good looks and 
simplicity. It was perfectly 
machined, with a V- 
shaped bedding area 
that improves overall ac- 
curacy and makes an out- 
standing foundation for 
any precision rifle. 
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All Nikon tradiemtiarlifl ire tlie propeTty of NIkoo CoriKjritiani. 



THIS SIMPLE 


Nikon cartridge-specific riflescope technology is dedicated to 
maximizing the accuracy and performance of every rifle. Choose from 
a full range of flagship M models or field-proven P models — each 
featuring reticle or turret systems ballistically-matched to popular 
AR cartridges. 


BALLISTIC NUrCKTlECHNCLCSV 

OPTIMIZED 


Nikon is dedicated to quaiity, performance and totai customer satisfaction, if your 
Nikon Binocuian Riflescope or Fieldscope requires service or repair not covered by 
our Limited Lifetime Warranty, just send it to us and Nikon will repair or replace it, 
For complete details, visit NikonSportOptiCS.COm 


MOUNT IT WITH NIKON 

MOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR ALL AR MODELS 


19) 

The LSS XL chassis is designed to use any fixed AR 
buttstock. Installation starts by screwing an AR 
receiver extension tube in place. The standard LSS can use 
collapsible AR stocks, but I found the extended forend of 
the XL chassis to be a better match for my 
24-inch barrel. 

EO) 

The addition of an AR pistol grip only requires 
installing one screw. However, note that pistol grips with 
an extended beavertail will not fit on this system. 



21 ) 

With this chassis, you have several choices for the butt- 
stock. I chose the AXE Skeleton Stock for its slim design, 
the comfort of the foam covering over the receiver exten- 
sion, and the ability to mount a 1-inch soft buttpad. Re- 
member, I chose to create a .300 Winchester Magnum, 
and that buttpad will be appreciated on the firing line. 

EE) 

To install the stock, just slide the front end partway 
over the extension tube. Start to slide the foam covering 
in place and work both the buttstock and foam down the 
tube until the back end of the stock locks around the 
tube. 

E3) 

The installation is completed by tightening the upper 
screw of the buttpad into the receiver extension tube to 
lock everything in place. 

24) 

If you think we are about finished, you're right. Slide 
your barreled action into the stock and install the two 
action screws. Once they are hand tightened, go back 
and apply 65 ft/lbs of torque to the screws. 

25) 

It should be noted that a good friend offered to 
re-finish the barrel and action for me in the middle of the 
project, so I started the whole procedure over again, but 
the finished product was well worth the 
effort. 

I now have a precision long-range rifle that would 
make any shooter happy. Chambered in .300 Win. Mag., 
this rifle can definitely pass the abilities of my .308 
Winchester. 

E6) 

I'm still going through the process of breaking in the 
barrel, but I had to break procedure to shoot at least one 
five-shot group. Hornady's 150-grain InterLock is designed 
for hunting and might not be considered a "Match" load, 
but at 15/16 inches for five shots. I'm smiling. 
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I am no gunsmith, but this project didn't require one. 

I wanted to save an old rifle and get a new long-range 
rifle for my efforts. 

The total cost of this project was well under $1,000, 
yet the results will match that of rifles costing twice as 
much. Plus, there is a great deal of satisfaction achieved 
by using a rifle you made yourself. 

So, if you see me at the next gun show and it looks as 
if I am standing there, talking to myself, come on over 
and join the conversation. The rifle I'm talking to might 
just be asking me where you are. FP 



Contact Information 

A North Carolina resident, Terrill Hoffman has been 
writing about knives and firearms for over two Pac-Nor Barreling, Inc. 

decades. He is Firepower's consulting editor. 99299 Overlook Road 

Brookings, OR 9741 5 
(541)469-7330 


www.Pac-Nor.com 



Brownells, Inc. 

200 South Front Street 
Montezuma, lA 50171 
(800) 741-0015 
www.Brownells.com 

MDT 

Modular Driven Technologies Corp. 
Chilliwack, BC 
(604) 393-0800 
www.mdttac.com 



"THE TOTAL COST OF THIS PROJECT 
WAS WELL UNDER $1,000, YET THE 
RESULTS WILL MATCH THAT OF RIFLES 
COSTING TWICE AS MUCH." 


TOUGH 

LUCK? 
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PROBLE 


m 


I 

M 

o 

F 


ILT 

POLICY 


Bad things can happen to 
the best equipment when 
pushing your own limits 
in the field. If your Nikon 
riflescope, binocular or 
Fieldscope is damaged in 
the process, we have your 
back. Send it to us and 
we’ll repair or replace it. 


For full details of the Nikon 
No-Fault Policy visit 

NikonSportOptics.com 
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SHOOT LIKE A SNIPER WITH CMMG'S MK4 VE 


4S WORLD OF FIREPOWER 



T WAS AN EARLY MORNING IN AUGUST, AND 
THE AIR WAS HEAVY WITH HUMIDITY. WE'D 
SET UP ON A TARGET 500 YARDS AWAY AT A 
SLIGHTLY DOWNWARD ANGLE ACROSS A 
VALLEY SPARKLING FROM LATE-NIGHT RAIN. 

Coffee was still steaming in the cups on the table, 
and with the thump of the round's recoil and the air 
split asunder by the bullet's path, I waited for the 
ring of the gong to report back about two seconds 
later. 

Not a bad way to start the day. 

I'd like to fancy myself a pistolero, but that would 
imply some advanced degree of expertise and expe- 
rience reserved for those folks who aren't me. How- 
ever, most of my experience has been around 
handguns, because I was enamored with re-runs of 
TV's The Lone Ranger growing up, and rifles never 
found their way into our family's budget. I thought 
shotguns were rather boring, because, in our neck 
of the woods, they were all intended for hunting. 


► TEXT AND PHOTOS BV GARRETT LUCAS 
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I was young and hadn't yet devel- 
oped a deep appreciation for a fine 
hunting firearm, but I have since reme- 
died that shortcoming in my firearms 
experience. 

As an adult, I've taken the opportu- 
nity to include a few rifles in my collec- 
tion, although learning the ins and outs 
of long-distance shooting lagged a bit 
because of my prior inexperience. That 
changed when a friend came along and 
shepherded me along the learning 
curve, and it turned out to not be quite 
the leap I thought it would be. 

CMMG 

The rifle I recently tried out is the 
new CMMG Mk4 V2, chambered in 
5.56x45mm (.223). We were in the 
foothills of North Carolina and started 
off by going through the process of 
sighting it to get it ready for some 
extended shooting. 

Because I am familiar with the AR 
platform, taking the Mk4 V2 out of the 
box was an experience: The ARs I'm 
used to are already assembled in the 
box and have more-compact profiles. 

The MK4 V2 is a full-sized, semi-au- 
tomatic rifle aimed at the varmint- 
hunting crowd. It offers a host of 
features that make it an attractive 
product for that demographic, but 
there are some on 

the tactical end of the spectrum who 
might also find it appealing, because 
many parts are interchangeable with 
other rifles of this type. 

The most noticeable component of 
the rifle is the medium-weight, fluted 
24-inch barrel. The fluting helps stiffen 
the barrel and dissipates heat more 
quickly. The barrel is constructed of 
stainless steel and sports a target crown 
at the muzzle. Additionally, the barrel 
has a 1 :8 twist, which will stabilize 
heavier rounds, allowing the user to 
step up the bullet weight for more en- 
ergy down range. 

Surrounding a good portion of the 
MK4 V2's barrel is CMMG's free-floating 
RKM14 KeyMod handguard, which has 
a Picatinny rail at the 12 o'clock posi- 
tion. Additional Picatinny rails can be 



"IT'S A PACKAGE THAT'S 
PERFECTLY BALANCED 
FOR SHOOTING FROM 
A RESTING POSITION ... ' 


Hidden in the Magpul 
MOE pistol grip is a small 
storage compartment that's 
ideal for survival gear, such 
as a fire starter, matches, 
small compass, etc. Although 
it takes a little finagling to 
get it open, it's a viable spot 
for certain pieces of equip- 
ment. 
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EXCEPTIONAL DESIGNS. EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP 

WWW.SHARPSBROS.COM 


( 407 ) 928.2666 

WWW.SPIKESTACTICAL.COM 




AVAILABLE THROUGH 
sf=>ik:es ~r/3 GTic/ai- 




attached around the 
handguard with various 
available KeyMod acces- 
sories, such as CMMG's 5-Slot 
KeyMod Accessory rail. 

Other appointments include parts 
from Magpul Industries, such as the MOE 
rifle stock, which was the ideal length of 
pull for me and includes an internal stor- 
age compartment that can be accessed at 
the end of the stock. Also in the package 
were the Magpul MOE pistol grip and the 
MOE trigger guard — not to mention the 
Magpul magazine supplied along with 
the rifle. 

The Mk4 V2 also utilizes a Geissele 
Automatics SSA two-stage trigger. This 
trigger has a rating of 2.5 pounds for the 
first stage and an additional 2.0 pounds 
for the second stage, with a total trigger 
pull weight of 4.5 pounds. 

While testing the CMMG Mk4 V2, I de- 
veloped a great fondness for this trigger. I 
once read a description about a trigger 
breaking like a glass rod. That's what it 
was like using the SSA trigger, and the 
rating was dead on 4.5 pounds on my 
trigger scale, with a few pulls registering 
just 4.25 pounds. If my sense of touch ex- 
perienced the same sensory input as my 
eyes. I'd describe the trigger as beautiful. 

The overall length of the Mk4 V2 is 42 
inches. Taking into account the 24-inch 
barrel and the forged 7075-T6 aluminum 
receiver, no apologies are necessary for 
the 7.5-pound weight. It's a package per- 
fectly balanced for shooting from a rest- 
ing position but still usable on the move 
(provided you can get the barrel around 
the trees). 

SOMETHING IS MISSING 

Because the Mk4 V2 is intended for 
the varmint-hunting crowd, it does not 


include iron sights; the sighting options 
are up to the buyer. 

So, we reached out to a couple of 
folks, and Nikon was nice enough to offer 
its P-223 4-12x40 Matte BDC 600 to use 
during the review. The P-223 has a 1-inch 
tube that is water- and fogproof and is 
adjustable in % MOA increments. 

An interesting aspect of the P-223 that 
we received is that it sports an elevation 
dial calibrated for a 55-grain polymer- 
tipped bullet. If you need to adjust your 
range from 100 to 600 yards, the theory is 
that you can turn the dial quickly to the 
600-yard setting and be on target imme- 
diately without having to necessarily 
worry about hold-over. 

To add to this aspect of the scope's de- 
sign to make elevation adjustments 
quickly, the reticle is also configured with 
hash marks and open circles for quick 
aiming out to 600 yards. Like the eleva- 
tion dial, the hash marks and open circles 
correspond to the ballistics of a 55-grain 
polymer-tipped bullet traveling at 3,240 
feet per second. 

Something else that was missing — and 
that you'll find eminently important 
when you want to shoot — is ammunition. 
This is where Black Hills Ammunition 
stepped in to assist with the test, and the 
company allowed us to review a couple of 
its .223 loads at the same time as the Mk4 
V2. The loads we tried out were the 50- 
grain soft-point and 60-grain Hornady V- 
MAX rounds. 

NOW OR NEVER 

With everything needed to make this 
review happen, we first hit the 100-yard 
range to get the CMMG Mk4 V2 zeroed 
in. Besides the Black Hills ammunition, we 
had some of our own generic rounds that 
we used to break in the Mk4 V2, because 



■ The Geissele Automatics SSA two-stage trigger on the Mk4 V2 
provide an exceptionally clean break at a total weight of 4.5 pounds. 



Black Hills 

160 Gr. H<^dy V-MAX 
17/32" ■ ■ ‘ — 


After shooting various five-shot, 100-yard groups, the Black Hills 
60-grain Hornady V-MAX load turned in the best results, with ii/i6 inch 
by one writer and 17/32 inch by the author. The latter group is pictured 
here on Thompson Target's Sight Bright target. 


" THE ACCURACY PROVED TO BE MORE 
THAN ENOUGH FOR THOSE LONG SHOTS 
ON SMALL CRITTERS ... " 
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we wanted to use the premium stuff for the 
accuracy tests. Everything that we put 
through the rifle, including the different 
Black Hills loads, fed perfectly. There were no 
failures to feed, jams or hiccups of any sort. 

Now, this might be one of those things 
that folks assume is a given with today's 
modern firearms, but believe me, that is not 
the case. 

I still encounter issues with models new to the 
market, so I take nothing for granted. It's al- 
ways important to check for smooth opera- 
tion and function, especially with rounds 
you're intending to use. 

After the function testing and getting the 
zero, we settled in to check for accuracy, and 
the results we got were quite good with the 
Black Hills ammunition. The best group of the 
day was with the 60-grain V-MAX round, and 
the spread was 11/16 inch — ^just under .75 
inches. 


This was with just a few test groups shot, 
because we were testing other rifles and 
equipment at the time. The 55-grain soft 
point loads were hovering around an inch, 
but the heavier round got the nod. 

During a subsequent shooting session, a 
similar group was obtained with the 60-grain 
V-MAX round. That five-shot group had a 
17/32-inch spread. 

THE EXPERIENCE 

Shooting the Mk4 V2 got the adrenaline 
going and became addicting after the shots 
kept piling up on each other. The fit and 
function of the rifle were exceptional, and its 
accuracy proved to be more than enough for 
those long shots on small critters. 

I have an AR of my own and have fired others, 
but until you take a step up in options and price, 
everything kind of feels like an also-ran to me. 


That's not the case with the CMMG. I 
appreciate unique products that have their 
own special touches, and I feel CMMG brings 
something extra to the table with its offering 
in the Mk4 V2. 

LESSON LEARNED 

The image quality of the Nikon P-223 
4-12x40 BDC 600 was very good, considering 
the price: It has an MSRP of $249 but can be 
found for a little bit less with some judicious 
shopping. Light transmission was excellent, 
and the optical elements were clear, with no 
signs of fringing. 

I did learn a bit of a lesson with the scope: 
"Pay attention to the details." Things get a 
bit hectic from time to time, and when I got 
the scope for the review, I saw the 4-12 mag- 
nification and thought things were good. So, 

I moved on to some other stuff. 



■ The Nikon P-223 
4-12x40mm BDC 600 
scope comes with 
dials calibrated for a 
specific bullet. That 
calibration allows the 
user to choose the 
distance marking on 
the dial to quickly 
correct for elevation. 





THE T-SHIRTS OF 
REAL AMERICAN HEROES 

Join the club and get a new T-shirt every month representing 
a different group of specialized units from the U.S. Military, 
local and federal law enforcement, and fire departments. 

ONLY $24 A MONTH 

HeroTshirtClub.com 
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Contact Information 


CMMG Inc. 

( 660 ) 248-2293 
e-mail: sales@email.com 
www.CMMGInc.com 


Black Hills Ammunition 

( 605 ) 348-5150 
www.Black-Hills.com 


Nikon Inc. 

www.NikonUSA.com 


■ At first glance, one might think the Mk4 
V2 is just another tactical rifle built on an 
AR platform, but its various accoutrements 
make it the ideal platform for the varmint 
hunter and/or outdoorsman. 


When I got to this review and 
put everything together, I noticed 
the details about the P-233 BDC 
600. As mentioned earlier, the ele- 
vation dial is calibrated for a 55- 
grain polymer bullet; so is the 
reticle in the scope. 

While you can zero any round 
with this scope with % MOA ad- 
justments, the hash marks and 
open circles in the reticles aren't 
useful for different distances — un- 
less you shoot only 55-grain poly- 
mer-tipped rounds at 3,240 feet 
per second. If you shoot any other 
type of load, the markings in the 
reticle aren't useful, other than for 
"guesstimation." They aren't stan- 
dard Mil-Dot or MOA markings, so 
if you intend to use another load 
and expect to get accurate results 
at varying distances with the 
reticle, you'll need another scope. 


The scope performed well for 
the job it was intended to do and 
offered a clear sight picture, even 
out to 500 yards. With its water- 
and fogproof construction, it's a 
strong option for those looking 
for good value for the money. The 
important thing to remember is 
that the devil's in the details. 

BANG THE GONG 

Because the markings in the 
scope's reticle weren't standard- 
ized for the Black Hills rounds 
we were shooting, I had to experi- 
ment a bit while my spotter was 
calling the hits. I finally found 
the right mark to use for the hold. 

After that, it started sounding 
like a pinball gallery out in that 
valley. Once I figured out where 
to hold, the Mk4 V2 was making 


consistent center shots on the steel 
plate without pause. 

Overall, the CCMG Mk4 V2 is 
an excellent platform for the 
shooter looking for a tool to 
deal with varmints or even for 
more-tactical uses. Aside from 
the latest-generation accessories 
with which CCMG has dressed up 
the Mk4 V2, it has provided a 
very accurate rifle with the fluted 
24-inch barrel that's incorporated 
into the package. With an MSRP 
of $1,499, buyers get a lot of 


value for their money — not only 
with what's included in the pack- 
age, but also because of CCMG's 
attention to detail regarding the 
fit and construction of the 
Mk4 V2. 

For someone like me who's 
relatively new to the long-dis- 
tance shooting arena, the 
CMMG Mk4 V2 offers a lot of 
performance and makes the 
endeavor accessible — and enjoy- 
able — at the same time. FP 


"[THE MK4 V2] IS A PACKAGE 
PERFECTLY BALANCED FOR SHOOTING 
FROM A RESTING POSITION BUT STILL 
USABLE ON THE MOVE ... " 
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CMMG Mk4V2 



CALIBER: 5.56mm 
BARREL LENGTH: 24 inches 
BARREL TYPE: Fluted, medium weight 
RATE OF TWIST: 1:8 
MUZZLE: Target crown 

HANDGUARD: CMMG RKM14 KeyMod hand guard 
FURNITURE: Magpul MOE pistol grip, Magpul rifle stock, 
Magpul MOE trigger guard 
RECEIVER: Forged 7075-T6 AL M4-type upper 
TRIGGER: Geissele Automatics SSA two-stage trigger 
WEIGHT: 7.5 pounds (unloaded) 

OVERALL LENGTH: 42 inches (stock collapsed) 

GAS PORT LOCATION: Rifle 

MSRP: $1,499 


7 FEEL CMMG BRINGS SOMETHING 
EXTRA TO THE TABLE WITH ITS 
OFFERING IN THE MK4 V2." 
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Traditions abound in society, and let's 
be honest: We don't like it when people 
mess with them. 


A TRADITION IS NOTHING 

MORE THAN A PREDICTABLE 
REPETITION OF AN ACTION. 
AS A CREATURE OF HABIT, 
MAN FINDS SOLACE DOING THINGS 


IN THE SAME FASHION OVER AND 


OVER. LET SOMEONE TRY TO MAKE 
CHANGES IN THE PROCESS, AND IT 
WILL ONLY CREATE VAST RIPPLES IN 
OUR TRANQUILITY. 
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To fully understand the concept, just 
consider two traditions that would be 
on opposite ends of the spectrum when 
looking at our way of life. 

First, baseball is a game played on a 
grass field. This is traditional, and the 
majority of society would favor lynching 
the inventor of Astroturf. 

At the other end of the spectrum, 
we elect our government officials on 
the Tuesday that follows the first Mon- 
day in November. Again, this is tradi- 
tional, and most of us find comfort 
in that knowledge. 

As soon as "early voting" and "absen- 
tee ballots" were incorporated, chaos 
ensued. I, for one, still believe that 
everyone should vote on the same day. 

It would seem that because we set aside 
a special day — and actually called it 
"Election Day" — everyone would have 
gotten the hint. 

Granted, these may be minor infrac- 
tions to the American way of life, but no 
one can ignore the latest "transgres- 
sion" by Sturm, Ruger & Co. — which had 
the gall to announce a new Ruger rifle 
in the middle of July! 

What happened to tradition? For 
years, every firearm company under- 
stood that it had to wait until the 
Shot Show to introduce new models; it 
is tradition. 

At first, the press release seemed to 
be an April fool's joke in the middle of 
July, but once I contacted Ruger, I discov- 
ered the joke was on me. Not only had 
the company formally announced the 
creation of the Ruger Precision Rifle 
(RPR); it also broke tradition again by 
actually having rifles ready to ship the 
same day as the announcement. In less 
than a week, Ruger had a sample 
shipped to my local dealer, and I was 
able to confirm that Ruger has totally 
thrown tradition out the window. 

RUGER PRECISION RIFLE 

The shock of a July release soon be- 
came nothing more than an after- 
thought once I started inspecting this 
new rifle. There is something refreshing 
about the fact that Ruger broke the 
popular trend in new rifles by building a 




■ Ruger could have put 
some type of muzzle 
device on this rifle, but 
why bother? In normal 
use, it really isn't 
needed, but if you 
want one, Ruger did 
make sure all you had 
to do was screw it on. 


■ Roger's version of an 
AR pistol grip has al- 
ways worked well for 
me, but with such a 
vast aftermarket selec- 
tion, you can fit what- 
ever suits your taste. 


■ Releasing magazines proved to be a rather 
smooth operation. The choice of supplying the 
RPR with 10-round magazines turned out to be a 
good idea. Even in the prone position, I was able 
to quickly make a magazine change without 
much alteration to my shooting position. 
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■ The RPR is an "out-of- 
box" long-range rifle. Once 
you add a scope, you're set 
to go and you can forget 
about having to float a bar- 
rel, bed an action or change 
a trigger. The only thing 
you need is a little ammuni- 
tion, a place to shoot and 
some time. 


bolt action. Even though it might 
borrow a few parts from the AR, 
this is a totally new design. 

The best way to explain all the 
new design features is to start in 
the center of the rifle with the bolt 
and receiver. We can then work our 
way out in each direction. 

Ruger engineers started the 
project by modifying the bolt and 
action of the Ruger American Rifle, 


■ Fully adjustable stock is not something 
you normally see on a rifle in this price 
range. Ruger has pulled out all stops to 
turn out a true "Precision" rifle. 



■ Overall, few shooters have tested them- 
selves past the 100- to 200-yard range, but 
that might soon change. I have a feeling 
that by the time next July gets here, Ruger 
will be ready to announce a long-action 
version of the Ruger Precision Rifle. 


both of which are machined from 
pre-hardened 4140 chrome-moly 
steel. This is one detail many over- 
look, but it plays a major role in 
precision manufacturing. Any ma- 
chinist knows it is easier to machine 
a part prior to heat-treating, but 
hardening a part after machining 
can create distortions. I'm sure 
Ruger's tooling supplier is happy, 
and you have to give Ruger credit 
for taking this approach; easy is not 
always the best way. 

The bolt is a three-lug design 
with a 70-degree rotation, as well 
as dual cocking cams to assist in op- 
eration. The bolt handle supplied is 
the "oversized" style that has be- 
come popular on tactical rifles, but 
it is threaded onto the bolt body 
and can be replaced if the shooter 
prefers another style. 

Going up from the receiver, you 
will find a Picatinny rail attached 
with four #8-40 screws. This rail 
eliminates any problems about 
attaching optics. The rail also has a 
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■ The hinge on the 
buttstock locked up like 
a bank vault and had 
zero wobble. Yet, it 
took little effort to hit 
the release button and 
fold it over. Small de- 
tails like this make this 
rifle such a bargain at 
the MSRP. 




20-MOA taper, which allows the shooter 
to sight-in his scope and save the majority 
of the scope's elevation adjustments for 
long-range targets. 

This new design starts to really vary 
from the typical bolt-action rifle as you go 
from the top of the rifle to the rear. An 
AR-style receiver extension tube is at- 
tached directly inline to the rear of the 
receiver; when the bolt is operated, its 
rear portion rides into the receiver 
extension tube. 

There isn't a problem here until 
you start to wonder how to remove 
the bolt for cleaning or maintenance. For 
this procedure, Ruger has added a side- 
folding hinge between the extension 
tube and receiver. Once the bolt is in its 
forward position, a single push button 
unlocks the hinge, and the extension 
tube can be rotated to the left side of the 
rifle. The same push button can then be 
turned to lock the tube in its folded posi- 
tion. Not only does this decrease the total 
length of the rifle for more convenient 


transportation, it also allows the bolt to 
be withdrawn from the rear of the re- 
ceiver. A "traditional" bolt release is 
mounted on the left of the receiver. 

In this configuration, the receiver ex- 
tension tube does not house a recoil 
spring or buffer found on the AR, but it 
does provide an attachment point for the 
butt stock. Ruger credits this design as 
creating an "inline recoil path from the 
rear of the receiver to the butt stock, 
eliminating the need for traditional bed- 
ding or a 'chassis' system." 

What Ruger is saying is that by mount- 
ing the butt stock to the rear of the re- 
ceiver, the recoil is directed straight back 
and creates less "muzzle rise" when fired. 
If you look at a traditional stock, there is a 
drop between the centerline of the re- 
ceiver and the contact point of the butt 
stock to the shooter's shoulder. This cre- 
ates a pivot point, allowing the muzzle to 
rise due to recoil. 

The butt stock is one aspect of this rifle 
that instantly stands out. The comb height 


"... [RUGER] WANTED TO MAKE SURE 
THAT ANYONE WANTING TO VENTURE 
INTO LONG-RANGE SHOOTING COULD 
DO SO WITHOUT PAWNING THEIR 
FIRST-BORN CHILD." 


The Samson free-float rail system is a versatile addition 
to the Precision Rifle. It works for an AR, and it works for 
this bolt-action. There is a place for whatever you want 
to attach to this rifle. 
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■ The folding stock is a 
nice feature when 
transporting a rifle of 
this size. It may have 
been developed as a 
way to remove the bolt, 
but no one says it can't 
serve two purposes. 


Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. Lucid, LLC 

336-949-5200 307-840-2160 


www.Ruger.com www.MyLucidGear.conn 


and length of pull are independently ad- 
justable and lock in place without requiring 
any tools. There is a soft rubber butt pad, 
multiple QD sling attachment points and 
even a rail section on the bottom to attach a 
monopod if desired. 

Traveling back, we come to what some 
may call the "lower receiver." To me, it 
seems to be just a housing component to act 
as an attaching point for various parts. Un- 
like an AR, the serial number is marked on 
the "upper" receiver. The two-piece 
clamshell "lower," which is attached to the 
lower portion of the upper receiver, is not 
considered a firearm. Machined from 
7075-T6 aluminum forgings, these clamshell 
halves are anodized to match the remainder 
of the rifle. Ruger has mounted its "ex- 
tended trigger-reach AR-style grip" to the 
lower, but it can be replaced with other AR 
grips to suit the owner's preference. 

An AR-style safety selector and a "Ruger 
Marksman Adjustable" trigger assembly are 
also held in the clamshell lower. This trigger 
unit's rate of pull is adjustable from 2.25 to 


5.0 pounds and has only a slight take-up 
before providing a crisp release. If there was 
any over-travel, I could not detect it. 

Just forward of the trigger unit is the 
magazine well that would make any engi- 
neer smile. Ruger designed a paddle-style 
release/catch system that will work with 
M110, SR25, DPMS and Magpul-style maga- 
zines. Ruger stated that this system "may" 
work with some M-14 magazines, and I was 
very pleased when all the magazines for my 
Ml A functioned without a single problem. 
Two 10-round Magpul magazines are 
shipped with the rifle. 

Going forward, we come to the section of 
a rifle that most of us look at first. The sam- 
ple rifle I requested was chambered in .308 
Winchester and came with a 1-10 twist 20- 
inch barrel. The Ruger Precision rifle is also 
available in 6.5 Creedmoor with a 1-8 twist 
24-inch barrel or .243 Winchester with a 1- 
7.7 twist 26-inch barrel. Ruger considers the 
barrel on the .308 Winchester to be a mid- 
weight profile, and it has a straight taper to 
.75 inches at the muzzle. 


There is no muzzle device attached, but the 
end of the barrel is threaded and fitted with a re- 
movable cap. The owner may choose to add a 
flash hider, compensator or sound suppressor. The 
barrel is cold hammer-forged from 4140 chrome- 
moly steel and features 5R rifling. It can be re- 
placed using AR-style wrenches and headspace 
gauges, but Ruger barrels are becoming known 
for their quality, and I doubt this is a feature most 
will take advantage of. Surrounding the barrel 
and allowing it to free float is a 12-inch Samson 
Engineering Evolution Keymod handguard. 

To finish the package, there is a short section 
of keymod rail supplied to assist in attaching a 
bipod or any other accessory that can fit a Pi- 
catinny rail. 

The overall length of the .308 Winchester sam- 
ple varies from 38.25 inches to 41 .75 inches, and 
the weight is 9.70 pounds when unloaded. The 
MSRP of this rifle is only $1,399, and you can ex- 
pect to see it on dealers' shelves for less. Ruger 
wanted to make a precision rifle, but it also 
wanted to make sure anyone wanting to venture 
into long-range shooting could do so without 
pawning their first-born child. 
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"THERE IS SOMETHING REERESHING 
ABOUT THE EACT THAT RUGER BROKE 
THE POPULAR TREND IN NEW RIFLES BY 
BUILDING A BOLT ACTION. " 


THE OPTICS 

There is an aspect of precision shooting all of us are 
going to have to confront: The optics we use for a typical 
lOO-yard shot just aren't going to suffice at longer dis- 
tances. Over the years, I have been cutting back on the 
magnification I use, and a good 1-4X is more than enough 
power for everyday use. 

Most shooters and hunters have adopted the "tradi- 
tional" 3-9X scope, and few have gone past that 
magnification. But now that we are venturing into the 
realm of long-range shooting, it is time to explore 
more-powerful options. 

About the same time I received the RPR, a new 4-16x44 
scope from Lucid LLC was delivered for review. Keeping 
in mind that one of the main concepts of the new Ruger 
rifle is affordability, this mid-price optic seemed worthy 
of consideration. 

The exposed i/8-inch windage and elevation turrets 
offer the shooter a 50 MOA adjustment range, and the 
30mm tube allows plenty of light to reach the shooter's 
eye. The side-focus parallax adjustment and the etched 
glass reticle keep everything in sharp focus. 

Thanks to the Picatinny rail, it only took a few minutes 
to mount the scope, but I soon discovered it was going 
to take some time to adjust to the MOA spacing of the 
reticle. 


Ruger Precision Rifle 


CALIBER: .308 Winchester 
(.243 Winchester & 6.5 
Creedmoor available) 
LENGTH: 38.25-41 .75 inches 
WEIGHT: 9.70 pounds 
(unloaded) 

BARREL: 20 inches, cold 
hammer-forged 41 40 
chrome-moly, 5R rifling 
TWIST: 1:10 

RECEIVER: 4140 chrome- 
moly 

STOCK: Ruger Precision MSR 
stock 


PISTOL GRIP: Ruger 
AR-style grip 
SIGHTS: None 
MUZZLE TREATMENT: 
Threaded 5/8 inch-24 
with thread protector 
HANDGUARD: Samson 
Evolution Keymod 
MAGAZINE: (2) 

Magpul 10 round 


MSRP: $1,399 


PlSHFOHMAHCi: lUlTA 


1 

LOAD 

VELOCITY 

ACCURACY 

Winchester 1 68 grain 

2,560 EPS 

0.81 inches 

Hornady 155 grain 

2,754 FPS 

0.75 inches 

Remington 168 grain 

2,527 FPS 

0.81 inches 

Notes: Bullet weight is measured in 

grains; velocity is the average of 1 0 shots in fps 

measured 1 0 feet from the muzzle; and accuracy is in inches for the best five-shot group 

at 1 00 yards. 







■ Once a scope was added and the rifle was fully loaded, the 10- 
pound mark was left in the dust, but while riding from my 100- 
yard range over to the 500-yard shooting bench, my ATV didn't 
complain a bit. You don't even think about the weight once you 
start hitting 500-yard targets. 
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RANGE TIME 

Precision shooting means different things to 
different people. Some look for the smallest 
group size possible at 100 yards, and others try 
to hit a target at much farther distances. Either 
way, the shooter must establish a baseline sight- 
in distance. Most select 100 yards; it's traditional. 
After just a few shots, I was able to align the 
Lucid scope and was set to shoot for group size 
and velocities. 

The three loads I selected for testing all per- 
formed better than average, and maintaining 
five-shot MOA groups became the norm. Even 
though overall performance was very good, I 
was somewhat surprised to notice I didn't have 
one load that overshadowed the others. 

The best group was .75 inches for five shots 
using Hornady 155-grain OTM match, but both 
Remington and Winchester loads came within 
1/16 inch of matching that performance. My 
biggest disappointment for the day also came 
with the Hornady load. After placing four shots 
into a tight 7/i6-inch cluster, I pulled the fifth 
shot high and wide to create a 1-inch group. 

There is something basically wrong about tak- 
ing a trip to the range, shooting MOA groups 
and ending the day feeling disappointed. The 
rifle shot really well, and the function was flaw- 
less. However, I knew it could do better. I had to 
admit that the greatest limiting factor to the 
performance of this rifle was me! All too often, I 
report on the performance of a new rifle and 
feel comfortable in my judgment, but this is one 
time I have to admit that the rifle shoots better 
than I can. 

Are you ready for an excuse or two? I am not 
used to such a fine trigger right out of the box. 
Then, too, I can blame the scope. The sight pic- 
ture was too clear and, at a 16X magnification, 
the movement due to my own heartbeat was 
distracting. 

That's my story, and I'm sticking to it. 

GOING THE DISTANCE 

Most of my shooting is in search of that per- 
fect 100-yard group, but my interest in shooting 
farther has increased over the past couple of 
years. I still consider myself a novice at long- 
range shooting, but I have managed to put in a 
500-yard bench on my property. This is when 
you start to really appreciate the larger scope. 
However, this is also when your mind starts to 
play games with you. 

For the past year, I have really concentrated 


on using the MIL system for holdovers and scope 
adjustments. The Lucid scope is set for MOA. My 
first shot at 500 was so far off, I could hear the 
deer on the property laughing. Fortunately, due 
to the fact that it was that far off, it made me 
stop and think about what I was doing. 

After that point, the Ruger was perfect for 
the remaining nine shots at a 12-inch plate. I 
wrapped up my range session firing two groups 
with the Hornady ammunition, and they came 
in at 4 9/i6 inches and 4 15/16 inches to maintain 
the MOA performance of the Ruger Precision 
Rifle. 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 

Ruger had a design plan when it started on 
the Ruger Precision Rifle, and I really think it has 
achieved its goals. This rifle is a totally different 
animal when you compare it to this company's 
other "varmint" or "tactical" rifles. The straight- 
line recoil is a different feel than I was used to, 
and the more I shoot it, the more I like it. 

I tip my hat to Ruger for making this rifle 
adaptable to different magazines. Few would 
worry about this feature as long as one type of 
magazine worked, but it is a nice bonus feature. 

My traditional process after buying a new 
rifle has totally been altered. After the initial 
range session, I would come back and disassem- 
ble a new rifle. At that point, I would glass bed 
the action and free float the barrel. In most 
cases, I would also perform some work on the 
trigger. 

But the RPR has altered this whole concept. 
The "stock" is now an extension of the action, 
and the barrel is already floated. The trigger is 
good the way it is, and I already adjusted the 
length of pull and comb height while at the 
range. All I need to do to this rifle is clean it. 

The next few weeks will see me working at 
my reloading bench to find just the right load 
for the RPR and putting in a lot of practice time 
to improve my skills. I had planned to use this 
time to write Ruger and give it a piece of my 
mind about ignoring traditions, but I think just 
sending the company a check might be a better 
idea. I'll also spend some time convincing myself 
that I need a 6.5 Creedmoor. 

Any tradition has to start somewhere, and 
maybe July product releases will become stan- 
dard, but I have to wonder what Ruger will do 
at this year's Shot Show. My guess is that the 
company will be showing a new Ruger Precision 
Rifle in magnum calibers. 

At least Ruger doesn't make Astroturf I FP 




DAN WESSON FIREARMS 


1 


Bridging the gap 
from production ta> 
custom since ISSSji 


RZ>45 KentapE 
MSRP $1Z9& 



With zero MIM, 
machined parts, 
components and 
tional quality si 
Dan Wesson 19Qs 
custom grade wfthdutj| 
the custom price ta^. 



WWW. danwes^onfirearins.com 
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7 PAIRS 

OF TOUGH, DURABLE, 
TOP-PERFORMANCE 

SHOOTING GLASSES 

► WORDS BV DOUG JEFFREV / PHOTOS BV JAIMEE ITAGAKI 


"EYES." 

THEY PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE IN YOUR EVERYDAY WORLD. FIRST, 
SHOOTING GLASSES PROVIDE VITAL SAFETY FROM DEBRIS WHILE ON 
THE RANGE. LOOK FOR THE ANSI (AMERICAN NATIONAL 
STANDARDS INSTITUTE) STANDARD OF PROTECTION, WHICH IS A 
NATIONAL GUIDELINE TO MEET SAFETY STANDARDS. THEY ALSO 
GUARD AGAINST THE SUN'S HARMFUL UVA AND UVB RAYS, WHICH 
CAN PLAY A FACTOR IN CONDITIONS SUCH AS SKIN CANCER AND 
EYE DAMAGE, INCLUDING CATARACTS. 

LAST, BUT FAR FROM LEAST, THEY CAN ALSO ENHANCE YOUR 
SHOOTING EXPERIENCE, WHICH IS WHAT YOUR WORLD IS ALL ABOUT. 

IN THIS MONTH'S GUIDE, WE SELECTED SEVEN SETS OF "EYES" 

FOR YOUR VIEWING, AND EVENTUALLY, SHOOTING PLEASURE. 





RUDY PROJECT $27499 


PRODUCT: Rydon Carbonium 
Shooting Glasses 
WEB: www.E-Rudy.com 

Place a handful of shiny, new 
glasses on a table in front of a 
cluster of shooters, and Rudy 
Project's products are going to 
get some immediate attention. 

The engineers at RP have 
blended "cutting-edge er- 
gonomic features" with materials 
such as carbon, aluminum, mag- 
nesium, silcium and titanium 
to create a lightweight, versatile 
and "high-performance" 


sunglass. The Rydon glasses 
feature a carbonium frame and 
aerospatial aluminum alloy 
(Kynetium) temples that combine 
magnesium, silcium and titanium. 
These are engineered to be 
durable and flexible. 

REVIEWER'S COMMENTS: 

These provide a crisp, sharp view, 
and they adjust to lighting 
outdoors. The temples and nose- 
piece are adjustable — and the 
temple grips are rubber coated — 
so they fit comfortably. They are 
also very light. 




UVEX 


PRODUCT: A700 
WEB: www.Uvex.com 



For a comfortable fit, the 
glasses come with sport 
temples and a wrap-around 
design. A slim version is also 
available. 



MSRP: Varies; check 
with distributor. 


REVIEWER'S COMMENTS: 

These are good wrap-around 
lenses. The frame was flexible 
at the temples, and they fit 
fairly comfortably. 





WILEY $85 


PRODUCT: WX Saint 
WEB: www.WileyX.com 

If you're a movie fan, you 
are probably familiar with 
these glasses, because they 
were showcased in the hit 
movie, American Sniper. 

These glasses hit on all eight 
cylinders: The changeable lens 
allows for maximum light ver- 
satility, the shatterproof lenses 


block all UV rays, and they also 
exceed ballistic standards. 

REVIEWER'S COMMENTS: 

These feature interchangeable 
smoky gray and clear lenses. 
The glasses fit well, and there is 
clear, 180-degree field of view. 
They are so light, it's almost as 
if you're not wearing them. 
They are prescription ready and 
ballistic rated. 






QUICK SPECS 


• Interchangeable 

• Adjustable anti-slip 

• Adjustable anti-slip 

• Safety 

• Lens colors: Brown, clear. 

• Photochromic clear 

lenses 

temples 

nose pads 

hinges 

red, copper, yellow 

to laser-red lenses 




QUICK SPECS 

• Meets the ANSI Z87. 1-2010 • Polycarbonate, distortion-free, • Soft temple tip pads • Available with scratch-resistant hardcoating 

standard hardcoat lenses for a secure fit or optional Fog-Ban anti-fog coating 



QUICK SPECS 


• For secure fit, double-injected • Interchangeable lens options include clear, smoke, light • 100 percent UVA, UVB, UVC protection 

temple and nosebridge rust, polarized smoke grey and polarized blue mirror • Meet or exceed U.S. military's stringent 

MIL-PRF-32432(GL) ballistic standards 
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WILEY X ^ 

41 

1 

PRODUCT: WX Valor 



WEB: www.WileyX.com 



These glasses can be a 
worthy companion on any 
mission. Not only do the 
shatterproof lenses block 
all UV rays, they also super- 
sede military ballistic stan- 
dards. They are light and 
designed to be durable. 



MS 




which is exactly what you 
need in your "field." 

REVIEWER'S COM- 
MENTS: Like Wiley's Saints 
model, the Valor comes 
with interchangeable 
lenses, and the 180-degree 
field of view is 100 percent 
clear. They are also light 
and ballistic rated. 


QUICK SPKCS 

• Prescription capable 

• Anti-fog coating 

• Comes with a leash cord and 
cleaning cloth 

• Exceeds ANSI Z87.1 high-velocity 
impact safety and optical stan- 
dards 

• The lenses block UVA and UVB 
rays 

• Meet or exceed U.S. military's 
stringent MIL-PRF-32432(GL) 
ballistic standards 





REVISION MILITARY 

$59.99 


PRODUCT: SawFly Basic Kit 

WEB: www.RevisionMilitary.com 

and 

1 reusable anti-fog cloth. 

S 

A 

w# 

If you like recommendations, 
you'll flip for this one: Try the U.S. 
Army. These glasses are on the 
Army's authorized protective 
eyewear list. 

Not only do these glasses bring 
protection to the table, they also 
feature adjustable arms, clear and 

KCVICVVCK ^ ^UIVIIVICIM 1 

These glasses are very light and 
clear and offer a crisp field of 
view that is distortion free. Plus, 
they are prescription ready and 
feature an adjustable tension 
cord. When you are moving 
around on the range, they are 
very secure. As noted, they also 


smoke lenses, a head strap, mi- 
crofiber pouch, case with belt clip 


made the U.S. Army's authorized 
protective eyewear list. 


f,micK spiics 

• Available in black 

• Adjustable arms for comfort 
with hearing protection and 
communications gear 

• Clear, smoke and Vermillion 
high-contrast lenses (vermil- 
lion lenses not approved for 
U.S. military use) 

• Head strap 

• Microfiber pouch; case with 
belt clip 

•Frame with adjustable arms, 
solar lens, head strap 
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Witness Elite 


Gold Team i 

BW-5.25"; Wiath-1.4'' 
OAL-ro.5": Weight-41 oi* 
$2,336 MSRP 
9mm, .38 Sup., 

AO S&W, .45 ACP 


Witness 
Elite Limited 
Bbl-4.7S''; Widlk-1.4” 
OAL~9": Weigkt-4S oz, 
$1,462 MSRP 
9mm, ,40 S&W, 

.3$ Sup.,.4S ACP, 
10mm 


Witness 
Elite Stock 

Bbl-4.5": Width-1. 4" 
OAL-S"; Weight-39 ox, 
$1,102 MSRP 
9mm, .40 S&W, 

.3S Sup., .45 ACP, 
lOmm 


iSMERIOiN ARMORY CWPOR>niON 

www.eaacorp.com 

Ifpuf dealer mnotfft jQi i Wifarsi 01f, osk them l&mitl m jbr 
fflorf /jr/ormahmi si tisccvj^^morpxQm or iwfte to n ^ ^ ^ 
Eopeatt Aimican Armr^, RO^ Sox RorUrdgr, Fi 






EXPERIENCE... " 



KREED 


PRODUCT: Combat 
WEB: www.KreedEyes.com 
MSRP: $40 



These glasses have the 
"look," as well as style and 
protection. In addition to 
their eye-catching sporty 
frame, they are flexible, ad- 
justable and are Z87.1 ANSI 
rated, which provides 



protection from airborne de- 
bris. These Combat Glasses 
will get the job done. 


REVIEWER'S COMMENTS: 

These smoke-gray lenses have 
an adjustable nosepiece, and 
they are flexible at the tem- 
ples. Plus, they also have a 
good 180-degree field of view 
and are very light. 


(.micK spiics ' 

• Sporty frame 

• Matte-black front and 
metallic silver temples 

• Polycarbonate lens 

• Soft rubber, ad- 
justable nosepads 

• Z87.1 ANSI Defender 
Series Safety rated 

• 100% UVAand UVB 
Protection 


The Reviewer 

NAME: Simon Cruz 

WEB: www.doubletapshooting.com 


Simon Cruz is the director of 
operations for the Double Tap 
Training Center. This Los 
Angeles-based company pro- 
vides firearms training for civil- 
ians, military and police. 
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VENTURE GEAR STONEWALL PYRAMEX 

/ 

PRODUCT: Stonewall Pyramex 

^\^^MSRP: Prices vary 

m 

WEB: www.pyramexsafety.com 




You get one chance to make a first 
impression, and these VGs do a nice 
job. They feature a wrap-around style 
designed to fit all facial sizes, and 
they have a flexible nylon frame and 
"straight-back temples." The anti-fog, 
polycarbonate lenses provide 99.9 per- 
cent UV protection, so they will likely 
make a good impression on you, too. 


REVIEWER'S COMMENTS: These 
are also flexible at the temples, 
and they have a good field of 
view. They felt a little front heavy 
and bounced around just a little 
on the range. In addition to an 
adjustable nosepiece, they have 
anti-fog lenses. FP 


r,micK spiscs 

• Wrap-around style 

• Built-in rubber nosepiece 

• Polycarbonate lens provides 99.9% UV protection 

• Exceed ANSI Z87.1 high-impact requirements 

• Black frame, bronze anti-fog lenses 

• Wrap-around style 

• Built-in rubber nosepiece 

• Polycarbonate lens provides 99.9% UV protection 
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Rifle: AR-1 5 (DIY project) 

Caliber: .223 

Sights: Troy Folding Battle Sight dioptic 
Optic: Nikon P-223 3-9X40 BDC 600 
Stock: Magpul PRS black 


Photographer: Gus Alonzo 
Model: HITOMI 
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DISTANCE TOOLS 


7 MUST-HAVE 
ACCESSORIES 

FOR THE 300-YARD ■ 
(AND BEYOND) SHOOTER 
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^ BV TERRILL HOFFMAN 


AVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT WE NEVER 
TALK ABOUT OUR MISSES? 

Let a writer shoot a 1/2 MOA group with a 
test rifle or down a deer at a respectable dis- 
tance, and I assure you, it will be worked into 
an article very shortly afterward. However, reverse that situ- 
ation by having the shot be a total miss, and that occur- 
rence somehow goes into a fantasy never-never land, as if it 
didn't happen. Of course, when we do make that outstand- 
ing shot, we don't mind everyone assuming it is a result of 
our natural skill. A really flamboyant writer might even 
mention that "mystical bond" between a man and his rifle. 

For some reason, though, we don't mind overlooking the 
tools, training aids and crutches we use on a regular basis to 
achieve our successes. 





Much to my displeasure, I had to expose 
the truth recently while introducing a 
friend to the enjoyment of long-range 
shooting. Up to that point, his entire rifle 
experience had been within 100 yards, and 
he was a bit hesitant as I pointed out the 
targets at the 500-yard line. His eyes even 
started to glaze over while listening to me 
discuss the various "devices" that were 
going to help us make those shots. 

As I explained, we have two methods to 
hit a target at that distance: The first is 
blind luck: If we throw enough rounds 
down range, one just might hit the target. 
The better method is to discover where our 
rounds will go before we take the shot. 

By the end of the day, he had to listen 
to me expound on what I consider the top 
half-dozen shooting aids. Because I had to 
expose the truth to him, it only makes 
sense that I repeat the process and show 
you the tools needed to be a consistent 
long-range shooter. 

Before I start the same "Long-Range 
101 " lecture my friend had to endure, 
please allow me a moment to offer up a 
disclaimer: These tools, aids and products 
are the ones I have chosen for my own use. 
There may be others that will perform the 
same duties, and I encourage you to shop 
around. 

Also note that I consider all these items 
important, and the order in which I list 
them has no meaning. Lastly, because 
these are, in fact, my personal items, my 
personal budget played a major role in 
their selection. You can buy more-expen- 
sive tools, but these have worked well for 
my own shooting. 

THE RIFLE 

Of course, the rifle is the marksman's 
main tool, but it is also the one that re- 
quires much more space than I can take in 
this article. There are some reviewed in 
this, our "Long Range" issue of World of 
Firepower, and there are many more on 
the market. Research, shop well and learn 
how to use the rifle of your choice. During 
my friend's stay, I concentrated on using 
the rifle I built in our "DIY" feature in this 
issue. It was also built with a budget in 
mind and proves that throwing money at 
something is not always the best option. 


■ I may keep a few audio books and 
a lot of '60s-era songs on my iPod, 
but I finally found a sensible use for 
this device. Twelve bucks have turned 
my iPod into an electronic range card. 
All I have to do is scroll through the 
range setting, and it will give me an 
exact aiming point to compensate for 
both windage and elevation. 



■ A 4-inch group at 100 yards will leave you disappointed, but at 500 yards, that is a .8 MOA chance to 
brag. I pulled the trigger, but I have to share the credit with Leopold. The Mark AR gave me a clear view, 
and the RX-1200i told me the exact distance to the target. 
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RELIABLE. DURABLE. LIFETIME WARRANTY. 



The Del-Ton Echo 31 6H features 

• Chrome Moly Vanadium barrel; 
1X9 twist 

• Chrome-lined carrier and key 

• Forged 7075 T6 aluminum 
upper and lower 

• HPT/M PI tested Carpenter 
158 bolt 


All Del-Ton factory-built rifles come with a iifetime 
warranty to the original owner, exceptional customer 
service and offer superior quaiity and reiiabiiity. 


Dei-Ton is a manufacturer of first-rate AR-15-styie 
modern sporting rifies and your oniine source for parts, 
upgrades, optics, and accessories. All rifles and kit 
components are made in the U.S.A. 

Ask your deaier about Del-Ton products. 








THE SCOPE 


It is my opinion that long-range shooting starts in 
the neighborhood of 300 yards and extends from that 
point to the capabilities of your rifle. Sight your rifle 1 
inch high at 100 yards, and you are normally good to 
go out to 200 yards. Past that point is when you really 
have to take into consideration the trajectory of your 
projectiles. 

It also helps to be able to see what you are trying to 
shoot. For close range, a good 1.5-4 x Leopold scope 
has served me well, but I need a higher magnification 
for longer distances. The Mark AR MOD 1 6-18x40mm 
has found a home on top of the Savage built for this 
issue. I started testing this rifle with a 3-9x scope, but 
even it was limited at 500 yards. 

This is the point at which I should tell you about 
Leopold's Multicoat 4 lens coating and its Quantum 
Optical System — but it is Leopold's job to understand 
such refinements. Our job is just to appreciate that 




The Mark AR scope 
may be considered a mid- 
range model in the Leupold 
product line, but it offers 
features found on much 
more expensive scopes. To 
the credit of Leupold, it 
stands behind its products 
no matter the price range. 


company's work. This scope offers a clear and bright 
image of the target, and that is what the shooter 
should care about. 

The reticle chosen for the Mark AR 6-1 8x is the MIL 
DOT model that not only can help you judge distance, 
but also gives you various aiming dots, should you 
chose to place your shots by "holding over" your tar- 
get. The 0.1 MIL adjustable turrets are both positive 
and precise and give the shooter the second option of 
dialing-in the target. The focus adjustment on the ob- 
jective lens is also a nice feature not normally found on 
lesser scopes. The same can be said of the ability to 
reset your turret knobs back to zero. 

Anyone who has considered buying a Leupold scope 
probably knows of the lifetime guarantee. If you have 
a Leupold scope that develops a problem, just send it 


back, and the company will fix it. This may seem like an 
industry standard, but consider the true aspect of this 
warrantee: If Leupold did not build such a quality prod- 
uct, it would be overwhelmed with repairs. Its scopes 
are built to last; in fact, in more than 30 years, I have 
only had to return one. It had a "simple" problem: I 
dropped a rifle 25 feet out of a hunting stand, and it 
landed right on the scope. Not only did Leupold repair 
the scope without charge; it also thanked me for pro- 
viding the company with the chance to serve me. Now, 
that's class! 


MSRP: $689.99 
(Note: I have seen it 
advertised for much less.) 
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■ The wind is the bane of any long-range shooter, and learning how to "read" the wind 
is a necessity for success. Even with my .300 Win. Mag., a 2-mph wind will deflect the 
bullet's path about 3 inches. A 4-mph wind will double that to 6 inches. However, Kestrel 
produces several wind and weather meters to help you learn to judge your environment. 


0 ^ 


THE CHRONOGRAPH 


When I first started shooting, the 
cost of a good chronograph was out 
of reach for most riflemen, but that is 
no longer the case. With several 
models in the $100 range, this is a 
tool every serious shooter needs. 

To know the trajectory of your 
ammunition, you must know the ve- 
locity. Granted, most ammunition 
manufacturers will list velocities on 
the box of shells, but that is the ve- 
locity obtained using their own rifles 
or test barrels. In some cases, it might 
be similar to what you would expect 
out of your rifle but, in many cases, it 
could vary greatly. 

For the past five years, my chrono- 
graph choice has been the ProChrono 
Digital by Competition Electronics. 
This unit is easy to set up and has al- 
ways given me satisfactory results. All 
you have to do is fire a round over 


the chronograph, and it will instantly 
give you a readout of the velocity. 
After you fire several shots (I prefer 
at least 10), you can push the review 
button, and it will give you the high 
and low velocities for that string of 
shots. Push it again to get the aver- 
age of all of the shots fired, as well as 
the extreme spread and standard de- 
viation of the readings. These last 
few readings will tell you about the 
consistency of your ammunition. 

Contrary to what some might be- 
lieve, the velocity normally changes 
from shot to shot with even the best 
of ammunition. The ProChrono will 
store nine different strings of shots 
with up to 99 shots per string in its 
memory. It boasts an accuracy of 2 
percent (or better) of the measured 
velocity, and it is made in the United 
States. 

MSRP: $119.95 


Ukraine - Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Hungary - Iraq - Poland - Romania - Ukraine 


New, From Gibbs Rifle... 

THE TOUGHEST AK47 MAGAZINE MADE. 

AK47 s were designed and built to survive war, weather and wear, and so should the magazine you put in your gun. Gibbs 
Rifle traveled to the rugged Balkans to find a factory to build the toughest AK magazines ever put onto the US. market. They 
work, they don’t break and if they do, just send the magazine to Gibbs and we will send you a new one. No paperwork, no 

forms, no B.S. That’s the Gibbs guarantee: 


Actual Gibbs-Matra AK mags run over by an A.P.C. 


. ALL-STEEL, NO FLEX CONSTRUCTION. 

30 & 20 ROUND VERSIONS, CALIBER 7.62X39. 
. UNLIMITED 5-YEAR WARRANTY. 

• ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION. 

. BOLT HOLD OPEN FOLLOWER. 


To see the video go to www.gibbsrifle.com 


IF IT DOESN’T WORK, 
BREAKS OR WEARS OUT, 
WE WILL REPLACE IT. 
PERIOD. 


Gibbs Rifle Co., Ph (304) 274-0004 www.gibbsrifle.com 


Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Hungary - Iraq - Poland - Romania - Ukraine - Albania 


Albania - Bosnia Herzegovina - Bulgaria - Croatia - Egypt - Iraq 
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■ Judging distance is an acquired skill, 
and the Leupold RX-1200i is a great 
training aide. However, it is small 
enough to fit in your pocket, and 
there isn't a good reason not to carry 
it along any time you go shooting. 


■ No matter what is printed on the box, there is only one way to 
learn the velocity of a given load in your rifle: A chronograph is a 
must-have for any serious shooter. It not only helps you calculate 
you bullet's trajectory; it will also show you the consistency of 
your load. 


WIND METER 


m 


RANGE FINDER 


BALLISTIC PROGRAM 

Now that you have the velocity of your am- 
munition, you might wonder why you needed 
it and what to do with it. The answer is rather 
simple: You enter that data into a good ballis- 
tics program to find the trajectory of your bul- 
let. A bullet's path is never a straight line; 
rather, it is more of an arc. And you need to 
know where the bullet is along this arc when 
it reaches the target. A good ballistics program 
may be one of the most useful items for the 
long-range shooter, but it is also the least 
expensive item I have listed in this article. 

Shooters can get by using the trajectory ta- 
bles printed in several reloading manuals and 
other publications, or they can use one of the 
several ballistic programs housed on the web- 
sites of various bullet manufacturers. However, 
with these programs being so inexpensive, it 
only makes sense to have your own. 

I have chosen Bullet Flight by Knights Arma- 
ment and have downloaded this program to 
my iPod Touch. Versions are available for any 
Apple iPod touch/iPhone platform. Knights has 
three levels of this program, and I selected the 
middle version that sells for only $1 1.99. 

You start by setting up a file on your individ- 
ual weapon. You enter your velocity, as well as 
the rifle's zero range, sight height and the 
weight of the bullet. You will also need to 
enter the bullet's BC (ballistic coefficient). The 
bullet's BC can normally be found on the 
manufacturer's website and is a rating of the 
bullet's aerodynamics — or, in simple terms, it is 
how well the bullet flies. To be even more accu- 
rate, you can enter the temperature and baro- 
metric pressure of your shooting location. All 
this information is stored under a listing for 
your weapon, and several rifles can be stored 
for instant access. 

When you go to the range, simply select the 
weapon you are using, and the program will 
show a screen with the complete trajectory of 
your bullet. Scroll to the distance of your target 
to find the required holdover or even how 
many clicks are needed to adjust your scope for 
that distance. 

If you know the wind conditions, you can 
also enter that data, and the program will give 
you the adjustments for windage. This program 
got a good workout last week and, as was 
proven to my friend, it is very accurate. More 
than our skill. Bullet Flight was responsible for 
our first shot hits and made them rather com- 
monplace. {For more on wind, see number 4.) 

MSRP: $11.99 


To further enhance the ability of your 
ballistic program, you need to know the al- 
titude, barometric information and wind 
conditions for your shooting location. I 
have yet to find a better method of gather- 
ing this information than the Kestrel 2500 
Weather Meter, which retails for $154. This 
meter measures wind, barometric pressure 
and temperature with total accuracy and 
is similar to having a complete weather 
station in your pocket. 

Many might talk about how well they 
can judge wind conditions, but I have seen 
more inaccurate guesses than I could count. 
One of the true values of the Kestrel is as a 
teaching aid. To be able to judge wind con- 
ditions, you must learn how the wind af- 
fects your surroundings. You may notice the 
trees moving or the grass swaying, but until 
you have a baseline of the wind speed, you 
will never know how hard the wind is blow- 
ing when it duplicates that effect. I use this 
meter even when I'm not at the range so I 
can improve my own "guesses." 

Of course, because it is small enough to 
fit in a pocket, it makes more sense to take 
it along when you are shooting and leave 
the guesswork at home. 

MSRP: $154 


Judging distance is another skill any long-range 
shooter should develop. However, similar to judging 
the wind, range estimation can be considered nothing 
more than an educated guess. Thanks to the develop- 
ment of lasers, we now have several excellent and rea- 
sonably priced range finders available. I had relied on 
an older Bushnell model for several years, but it had a 
limited 300- 400-yard range, and I eventfully outgrew 
its abilities. 

After testing a new Leupold RX-1200i not long ago, 

I couldn't resist retiring the Bushnell. The Leupold is 
half the size and will measure up to 1,000 yards. In 
other words, my shooting is really going to have to 
improve before I outgrow it. 

A nice feature on this unit is that it will give you 
a reading on the angle of your shot either up or down 
hill. Along with the actual distance, the range finder 
can be set to give you a TBR (true ballistic range) to 
the target. This ability should correct errant shots 
resulting from shooting up or down hill. 

You have already heard me preach about Leupold's 
quality, so I'll skip the sales pitch. This unit is sized simi- 
larly to the wind meter and will fit in your pocket. Be- 
cause most of us have more than one pocket, and 
with an MSRP of $499.99, the RX-1200i would make a 
nice addition to your kit and shouldn't be left at 
home. As with the scope, I have seen sizable discounts 
on this item with various online distributors. 

MSRP: $499.99 



74 WORLD OF FIREPOWER 



1 


ND 



SUPPRESSOR CAPABLE .50 BMC 
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BATTLE PROVEN. 
LIGHTER THAN EVER. 
ENHANCED PRECISION. 


1 


Barrett will not sell to government agencies in the State of California or New York. 
Learn more at barrett.net 




■ A laptop computer 
is the last thing I ever 
thought would be sitting on 
my shooting bench, but times 
change. Of course, there was also a 
time I never thought I could make a shot 
past 100 or 200 yards. In my case, a miss now 
and then isn't going to be the end the world, 
but I'm thankful for all the help I can get. 


tn TARGET CAMERA 

You might have noticed that I 
have not mentioned a spotting 
scope as a needed long-range ac- 
cessory. 

When shooting at 100 yards, I 
use a Leupold model that has 
been out of production for a cou- 
ple of years, but its 45x magnifica- 
tion is outstanding. However, 
when you reach out to 500 yards 
and further, those bullet holes 
can really get small. You could al- 
ways walk out to the targets, but 
that can get old rather fast. My 
own range is in the mountains, 
with the shooting bench on one 
ridge line, and the targets are 
across a valley on 
another ridge. The only path be- 
tween these two points requires 
about a mile hike. Thankfully, we 
have a new option for seeing our 
hits (and misses) without getting 
up from the shooting bench. 

Bullseye Camera Systems, LLC, 
manufactures a compact system 
that can be set up in just minutes 


to transmit an image of your tar- 
get back to the firing line. Pack- 
aged in a 10-x10-x22-inch carrying 
case, the camera system has an in- 
cluded tripod, battery power and 
Wi-Fi transmitter. The image sig- 
nal can then be picked up using a 
laptop, iPhone/iPad or Android 
device. 

To improve the system even 
further, after a shot, all you need 
to do is press one key, and your 
last shot will blink on and off, 
showing its exact impact point. If 
you have two shooters, you can 
assign a color to each shooter, 
and his shots will appear in that 
color. 

The Long Range Edition I have 
been trying has been tested at 
distances reaching up to one mile. 

For a complete explanation of 
Bullseye Camera's systems, just 
visit its website and view a video 
to see how easy it is to operate 
this camera system. 

MSRP: $549 



■ Bullseye has gone a long way to save my shooting ses- 
sions. Could you imagine a 2-mile round trip just to check 
a five-shot group? The hike might help my weight, but it 
wouldn't do a thing for my shooting. The laser aiming de- 
vice on the side of the camera is a nice feature. All you 
need to do is align the camera onto the target, turn it on 
and head to your shooting bench to have some fun. 
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Contact Information 


Bullseye Camera 
Systems, LLC 

(541)357-7035 

www.bullseyecamera.com 


Competition Electronics 

(815) 874-8001 

www.competitionelectronics.com 


Knight's Armament 
Company 

(321)607-9900 

www.knightarmco.com 


Leupold & Stevens 

(800) 538-7653 
www.leupolcl.com 


Nielsen-Kellerman 

(800) 784-4221 
www.nkhome.com/kestrel 


■ All it takes to be a long-range 
shooter is a rifle and a cartridge; if 
you want to be a marksman, that is 
a different story. The tools to im- 
prove your shooting are available 
and should be worked in to all of 
your practice sessions. 


'THE GREATEST 
TOOLS FOR THE 
LONG-RANGE 
SHOOTER CANNOT 
BE BOUGHT AND 
THOSE ARE 
PRACTICE 
AND PATIENCE.' 



PRACTICE AND 
PATIENCE 


The greatest tools for the 
long-range shooter cannot be 
bought, and those are practice 
and patience. First shot hits are 
possible, and I proved that to my 
friend. At the same time, second 
shot misses are also possible. No 
one is going to become an in- 
stant "sniper" and, as with any 
other endeavor, it takes both 
practice and patience to improve 
your skills. 

The tools listed above will help 
you train and enhance your 
learning experience, but they are 
only tools. There is nothing 
wrong with a miss or two if you 
learn in the process. 

Take the situation of Rob Fur- 
long. He was the Canadian mili- 
tary sniper who, until recently, 
held the record for the longest 
confirmed sniper shot. His tale 
has been told and retold many 
times, but seldom do you hear 
that it was the third shot that hit 
the enemy. 

My friend wrapped up his day 
by going five for five with his 
shots at a 12-inch-square metal 
gong at 500 yards. He had some 
success, and his exposure to long- 
range shooting turned out to be 
rather enjoyable. 

Give it a try — but only after 
you have given yourself the best 
chance of making the shot. A lit- 
tle knowledge can go a long way. 

(By the way. I'm a writer ... so 
we all know I didn't miss.) FP 


WORLD OF FIREPOWER 77 








■ The TLR-2 series lights come with a set of keys 
that accommodate mounting on either a Picatinny 
rail or a series of other dedicated pistol rails. 


Six Reasons to 
Consider the 
TLR-2 HL G 

1 . ) Easy mounting 

2. ) Good light output 

3. ) Quality construction 

4. ) LED is impervious 

to shock 

5. ) Long lasting 

6. ) Easy to operate 


I T'S ALMOST RARE THESE DAYS. 

WHETHER IT'S A DUTY OR TACTICAL 
HANDGUN, RIFLE OR EVEN A SHOT- 
GUN, YOU DON'T SEE MANY 
FIREARMS WITHOUT A RAIL TO 
MOUNT ACCESSORIES. 

For defense use, probably the most useful 
addition you can make to your weapon is a vis- 
ible light source, followed by something to 
help you hit the target. After all, you shouldn't 
be shooting what you can't identify, and once 
you do identify a threat, hits on target are 
what counts. 

The folks at Pennsylvania-based Streamlight 
know a thing or two about flashlights, having 
provided solid, reliable, American-made work 
lights to first responders since the early 1970s. 
Its latest weapons light, the TLR-2 HL G, com- 
bines the latest in LED and laser technology in 
a compact package that even a working stiff 
can afford. 


WITH 720 
BLINDING LUMENS, 
STREAMLIGHTS 

LATEST-GENERATION 
WEAPONS LIGHT 
IS READY FOR 
THE NIGHT 


h E3V TIM STETZER 

PHOTOS BV TIM STETZER/STREAMLIGHT 
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WHAT IT'S GOT 

Streamlight continues to build 
upon the proven TLR design with 
this latest light in the series, and 
you can decipher a lot about the 
new model from its name. 

The " 2 " indicates that it not 
only has a white light, but also a 
laser. "HL" gives you an indica- 
tion that this is one of the com- 
pany's high-lumen lights; and 
"G" is the telltale clue that this 
one sports a green laser, as op- 
posed to the basic red laser that, 
until recently, was the industry 
norm. 

The light uses a C4 LED that's 
impervious to shock and is rated 
for 50,000 hours of life. Its spits 
out a dark-defying 720 lumens of 
light to about 230 or 240 meters 
with a concentrated beam that 
still has enough side spill to illu- 
minate large rooms or outdoor 
settings. A user-programmable 
strobe is also available. 

The light is activated via an 
ambidextrous momentary or 
steady on/off button that can be 
operated with either the trigger 
finger or the support hand 
thumb. Remote switches are 
available as an option, as well, if 
you prefer that method of light 
activation on your sidearm or 
longarm. 

The TLR-2 HL G runs on two 
3-volt CR123 lithium batteries 
that provide 1.5 hours of runtime 
in white load mode or up to 17 
hours in laser-only mode. 

The TLR-2 HL G easily clamps 
on to either a Picatinny rail or 
handgun rail without tools and 





■ The Streamlight TLR-2 
HL G helps turn a stan- 
dard defense pistol into 
an effective fighting 
platform in any lighting 
condition, day or night. 


comes with adapter keys that will 
fit Glock, Beretta 90-Two, S&W 
TSW and S&W 99 rails, in addi- 
tion to the standard Picatinny 
models. 

The TLR-2 HL G is made of ma- 
chined aluminum with a black- 
anodized finish, and it's designed 
to fit most light-bearing-type 
holsters. 


FIELD USE, TRAINING TIME 


I have a good bit of experi- 
ence with Streamlight's weapon 
lights, having used a TLR-1, TLR-1 
HL and TLR-2 with red laser on 
various firearms for a number of 
years. I've always appreciated the 
easy mounting, good light out- 
put and quality build. 

My current work rifle, a SIG 
M400 5.56 AR-15, is sporting a 
Streamlight TLR-1 HL, and that's 
primarily because the police de- 
partment I work for doesn't 
authorize the use of lasers at 
this time; otherwise, the HL G I've 
been working with would proba- 
bly make its way to that rifle. 

As it is, after having used the 
light on a number of recent 
handgun reviews, I think it's 
going to end up finding a home 
on either my Beretta M9A1 or my 
CZ Scorpion EVO 3 SI pistol, 
which has become my favorite 
house gun, along with my Moss- 
berg 590A1. 

The 720-lumen output on the 
HL G is truly blinding, especially 
in conjunction with the strobe 
function. At close range, it lights 
up even large rooms and has 


enough punch to reach out across 
fields or down alleys. There's a 
good balance of tight beam for 
range and side spill so you don't 
miss anything close to you. 

If there's any down side to that 
output, it is that in smaller rooms, 
such as a bathroom or den, espe- 
cially ones with white or light-col- 
ored walls, it can be almost 
overpowering. So you do have to 
be aware of your surroundings. 

Also, be careful about activating 


the light into a mirror or other 
large reflective surface, such as a 
stainless steel refrigerator, if you're 
clearing a house. As devastating as 
that 720 death ray can be to an op- 
ponent's night vision, it can do the 
same to yours if reflected back at 
you too strongly or directly. 

As mentioned. I've used Stream- 
light's red laser on the basic TLR-2 
light, and it works well. Although 
the green laser seems brighter, par- 
ticularly during daylight, it is easier 


"[STREAMLIGHT'S] LATEST WEAPONS 
LIGHT THE TLR-2 HL G, COMBINES THE 
LATEST IN LED AND LASER TECHNOLOGY 
IN A COMPACT PACKAGE THAT EVEN A 
WORKING STIFF CAN AFFORD. " 
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and faster to pick up. At night, it 
positively glows, and it's impossi- 
ble to miss seeing it on target. In 
addition, Streamlight makes it 
pretty easy to get your laser 
sighted — with two exposed hex 
Allen head screws on the bottom 
and side of the light for windage 
and elevation adjustment. 

STAND-OUT ITEMS 

One of the great things about 
the TLR series lights is their easy- 
to-use control interface. A selector 
switch just below the activation 
toggle allows you to select white 
light only, laser only, or both light 
and laser options. The toggles 
allow for momentary activation 
with a single press of the toggle 
or strobe with a double tap. 
Steady-on is achieved by pushing 
the toggle fully until engaged, 
which is easy to do with either 
hand. 

I used the TLR-2 HL G on my 
M9A1 when practicing room- 
clearing drills, and a couple of 
things really stand out. 

As I mentioned, the light 
and laser are easy to operate 
and easy to remember howto 
operate, even in dim or no light 
and during stressful situations. I 
tend to hate many of the current- 
generation tactical lights, with 
their myriad modes and the com- 
plicated button presses required 
to switch between them — not to 
mention remembering what mode 
you left your light in. The TLR2 HL 
G has enough modes to be useful, 
but not so many that they are con- 
fusing or superfluous, and they're 
easy to use. 

The other thing I found inter- 
esting was that, even without 
night sights on my pistol, the spill 
from the under-barrel-mounted 
light was more than enough to 
nicely silhouette my iron sights in 
a dark room and let me effectively 
use them, even when no other 
ambient light (other than the tac 
light) existed. 



'AT NIGHT, IT POSITIVELY 
GLOWS, AND IT'S 
IMPOSSIBLE TO MISS 
SEEING IT ON TARGET" 


Contact 






■ Above: The TLR-2 HL G will mount on most 
pistol rails, as well as any rifle, shotgun or 
pistol that sports a standard Picatinny rail. 


Add the laser into the equa- 
tion, and you've got another force 
equalizer that not only allows you 
to get on target, even with the 
light off, but also has that added 
intimidation factor. 

If you're on the receiving end 
of a weapon-mounted TLR-2 HL G, 
it's pretty hard to miss the bright- 
green dot on your chest. If TV and 
movies have done anything good 
at all, it's that they've instilled in a 
couple of generations of ne'er-do- 
wells that they don't want to mess 
around when they're pinned 
down by a laser sights dot! 


TOP CHOICE 

It's hard to beat the Streamlight 
TLR-2 HL G if you're looking for a 
quality, rugged, easy-to-use light 
and laser combo. 

It's a great addition to the com- 
pany's already excellent line of tac- 
tical weapons lights; and, with 
prices typically running under $350 
with a little shopping around, it's an 
excellent deal for a light and laser 
combo put together in Pennsylvania 
by folks who've been supporting 
first responders for nearly a half- 
century and who don't appear 
ready to stop any time soon. FP 


Information 

Streamlight Inc. 

30 Eagleville Road 
Eagleville, PA 19403 
(800) 523-7488 
(610) 631-0600 
www.StreamLight.com 

ki:y facts 

Model: Streamlight TLR-2 HL G 
Lumens: 720 
Hours of life: 50,000 
Weight: 4.78 ounces 
Length: Less than 3.5 inches 
MSRP: Under $350 
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NEW FOR 2015 


FN 15" SERIES 


AFTER 125 YEARS DF BUILDING THE WORLD'S 
FINEST COMBAT WEAPONS WE BUILT THESE 
MODELS JUST FOR YOU. WIN NO MATTER 
WHAT YOUR GAME-FN 15^^ 


SPORTING, TACTICAL CARBINE 5 OMR ^ 

K 



'A 


FN 15^^ SPORTING 


FN 15^^ TACTICAL CARBINE 


FN OMR 


■ Chambered in .223 Rem. 

■ 18” match-grade, hammer-forged, 
chrome-lined, free-floated barrel 

■ Timney 3.5 lb competition trigger 

■ SureFire ProComp 556 muzzle brake 

■ Samson 15” Evolution rail 

■ Magpul CTR® buttstock and 
MOE® pistol grip 


■ Chambered in 5.56mm NATO 

■ 16” match-grade, hammer-forged, 
chrome-lined, free-floated barrel 

■ Enhanced combat trigger 

■ FN three-pronged flash hider 

■ Midwest Industries LWM M-LOK™ 12” rail 

■ Mid-length gas system with HI buffer 

■ Magpul MOE®-SL™ stock, grip, and 
MBUS® sights 


■ Chambered in 5.56mm NATO 

■ 18” match-grade, hammer-forged, 
chrome-lined, free-floated barrel 

■ Timney 3.5 lb competition trigger 

■ SureFire ProComp 556 muzzle brake 

■ Midwest Industries SSM M-LOK™ 15” rail 

■ Rifle-length gas system with HI buffer 

■ Magpul STR® stock, grip, and 
MBUS® Pro sights 





FNHUSA.COM/FN15-SERIES 


DISTINCT ADVANTAGE^*^ 


MADEINTHEU.S.A. 




THEMmrY 


IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A SERIOUS SIDE-BY-SIDE, LOOK NO 
FURTHER THAN THE TOP-PERFORMING KAWASAKI MULE 

PRO-FX SERIES ^ E3V JOE BELL / PHOTOS COURTESV OF KAWASAKI 



"THESE MACHINES ARE SIMPLY POWERFUL, SMOOTH, COMFORTABLE AND FUNCTIONAL ... 


8S WORLD OF FIREPOWER 



MULE 


I F YOU'RE A SERIOUS HUNTER LIKE ME, 
YOU NEED AN ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE TO 
TACKLE ROUGH, NARROW MOUNTAIN 
ROADS. A TRUCK IS SIMPLY TOO CUM- 
BERSOME AND TOO SLOW TO EFFEC- 
TIVELY NAVIGATE HUGE BOULDER FIELDS 
AND MILES OF RUT-FILLED, MUD-COVERED 
TERRAIN. 

But, at the same time, who wants to pile a 
cooler of drinks and food, firearm or bow cases, 
ground blinds, game meat, etc. onto two small 
racks of an ATV? Not me. 

This is why a side-by-side is clearly the way 
to go. 

The new Kawasaki Mule Pro-FX and FXT series 
has left me overwhelmingly impressed. These 
machines are simply powerful, smooth, comfort- 
able and functional in everyway and, most im- 
portantly, they are known for their relentless 
reliability — all proven with an industry-leading, 
three-year warranty. 

THE SPECS 

Here's a quick rundown of the new Pro-FX 
Series features, along with some trail-riding 
notes. Remember: Small details can go a long 
way toward making a utility vehicle smoother, 
stronger and more reliable, and the Pro-FX Series 
obviously lacks very little. 

SMOOTH POWER 

To begin with, the new Mules are fitted with 
a beefy 812cc, three-cylinder, liquid-cooled en- 
gine equipped with a highly efficient digital fuel- 
injection (DFI) system. This engineering allows it 
to perform exceptionally well at all rev and 
speed ranges, whether it be low-end pulling 
torque or high-end blasts up steep inclines. 

With a robust 48 foot-pounds of torque, this 
four-stroke powerhouse can tow up to 2,000 
pounds (using the optional hitch system), all with 
great efficiency and fuel economy. 

The engine is secured to the frame using rub- 
ber mounts, lessening overall vehicle vibration 
and noise. As a result, you can enjoy the ride that 
much more, especially when communication is 
necessary among your hunting buddies. 


Kawasaki also added an extra-large-capacity 
radiator and fan to prevent overheating in the 
most demanding of conditions and tempera- 
tures, such as battling hostile desert country 
during an early-season outing. 

Powering through obstacles is pretty seamless, 
too; no herky-jerky ride here, thanks to the 
Mule's continuously variable transmission (CVT), 
which transfers the engine's power to the wheels 
very smoothly while also offering natural engine 
braking to help when descending slopes. The 
CVT is combined with a electrically selectable 
2WD/4WD system that has a dual-mode rear dif- 
ferential. Simply press a dash-mounted button, 
and you're there. 

Coupled with the Mule Pro-FX's front and rear 
independent suspension and twin-tube, preload- 
adjustable shocks, bumps along the trail are ef- 
fectively gobbled up; and tires remain firmly 
planted for solid traction. Quick stops are easy, as 
well, with the Mule's beefy 212mm disc brakes 
mounted at all four corners. 

MAXIMIZING CONTROL AND COMFORT 

Another issue I see with a lot of today's side- 
by-sides is hard-to-reach, oddly placed dash con- 
trols. But with the new Mule, cockpit control 
couldn't be snappier, and once you jump into the 
driver's seat, you'll feel it. 

Within fast reach to your right is the shift 
lever (high/low/neutral/reverse), locking differen- 
tial tab feature, 4WD/2WD selector and two 
lightning buttons — one for the high/low halogen 
headlights and the other for the auxiliary LED 
headlights (available on LE and CAMO models). 

To the left of the steering wheel is the large, 
lever-operated emergency brake with different 
levels of stopping engagement. In fact, every- 
thing is large and robust — perfect for handling in 
cold weather and when wearing large gloves. 

At your far right, you'll find an extra-large 
multifunction LCD display. This provides a 
speedometer, odometer, hour meter, fuel gauge, 
dual-trip meters, 2WD/4WD indicators, clock and 
fuel gauge. The orange-lit dome and large, bold 
readouts are easy to see, even at night or 
predawn. 

All Mule Pro-FX and FXT models come with a 



■ 1) Easy-to-reach controls and an easy-to-see dashboard 
display are supremely laid out on the new Mule. 


■ 2) The Pro-FX and FXT are equipped with a bump-smooth, 
bump-soaking front and rear independent suspension that 
provide 8.7 inches of suspension travel. 


■ 3) The Mule Pro is available in the FX or FXT versions. The 
FX is a single-bench, three-passenger unit with an enor- 
mous cargo bed — the largest in its class. The FXT version is 
a two-bench, six-passenger vehicle with a trans-cab fea- 
ture, allowing you to convert one row of seating into more 
cargo bed space, all in about a minute. 




Here in 60 Seconds 


The FXT version offers seating for 
six while still offering a trans-cab fea- 
ture that allows you to convert your 
extra back seat to more cargo bed 
space — from 22 inches to a whopping 
42.7 inches — all in about one minute. 


1 

The Juice Factor 

Perhaps the most noticeable 
trait of the Mule Pro Series 
is how well it accelerates, 
whether hot or cold. It shifts 
and revs smoothly all the 
way through. Even at high 
speeds (up to 45 miles per 
hour), the Mule seems to re- 
main quiet and controllable. 



standard plush bench seat. It's firm, but 
soft, and seats three comfortably, allow- 
ing that middle passenger to easily slide 
into the middle seat. 

The Pro-FX version has one bench seat 
for three-passenger operation. However, 
its cargo bed is the largest in its class 
(54.1x53.3x1 1 inches) and will easily han- 
dle a full-sized wooden pallet, making it 
ideal for the ranch or shop. It features a 
sturdy diamond-plate steel cargo floor 
with a maximum cargo capacity of up to 
1,000 pounds — a true workhorse. 

STRENGTHS ON THE TRAIL 

The real prowess of the Mule Pro-FX 
and Pro-FXT models was proven on some 
rugged California trails. While driving 


different versions — which handled con- 
sistently, by the way; at least those 
equipped with the must-have electronic 
power steering (EPS) — I came away 
highly impressed with each one's 
smoothness. They were capable in every 
way and comfortable to operate. 

Most impressive was the Pro-FX Series' 
ability to soak up deep ruts when mov- 
ing at both slow and mid-level speeds. 
The vehicle's fully independent tuned 
suspension did a great job of soaking in 
the bumps, making for a superb ride. 

Kawasaki engineers mounted the en- 
gine in the rear of the vehicle over the 
drivetrain. This ensures better tracking 
across irregular terrain, thus improving 
both traction and ride comfort. I found 
the vehicle's 8.7-inch suspension travel 


and 10.2-inch ground clearance very 
suitable for the gnarly, rut-filled country 
I was navigating. 

Also, in deep ditches and when climb- 
ing over rough, rocky spots, the com- 
pact, 92.3-inch wheelbase provides a 
handy breakover angle of just 26 de- 
grees to reduce bottoming out; and the 
high, 78-degree approach and 64-degree 
departure angles help prevent front and 
rear-end scrapes. 

THE ULTIMATE 

All around, I found the Mule Pro-FX 
and Pro-FXT to be the ultimate hunting 
weapons for my uses. If you're in the 
market for a good side-by-side, don't 
overlook these vehicles. FP 
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UR-3DDBUCK01IT KBLIQTSIB 
linth RRA Operator CAR Stock 

MSRft$1585* 


INTRODUCING THE 

LAR-300 X-SERIES BLACKOUT 


Ffoat H^guard 


Combining the versatility and power of the 300 
Blackout cartridge with RRA performance-tuned 
engineering, the LAR-300 X-5eries Blackout is 

built to excel. 


EXCLUSIVE; 


Mijzjfa} Braiko 


CALIBER. 300 AAC BLACKOUT 
WEIGHT: 7.9 POUNDS LENGTH: 36S 


LAR300eLACK0inqinCK3PEG5; 








E3V JOHNNV ''WOLF" SANDALIO, FIRE BASE CHIEF OF OPERATIONS 


O UR EYES HAVE BEEN OPENED. 

"KNOW THY ENEMY" (PUBLISHED IN OUR 
SEPTEMBER 2015 ISSUE) WAS WRITTEN TWO 
WEEKS BEFORE THE ATTACK ON THE MILITARY 
RECRUITING STATION IN CHATTANOOGA, 
TENNESSEE. HOWEVER, IT'S NOT WORDS IN AN ARTICLE 
OR NEWS ON TV THAT HAVE AWAKENED US FROM OUR 
SLUMBER; IT'S THE SMELL OF BLOOD IN THE AIR. IT'S 
THAT SUDDEN JERK OF FEAR, AS IF YOU HAVE FALLEN 
ASLEEP ON GUARD DUTY AND JUST SNAPPED AWAKE. 
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WE ARE ALL IN THIS 

Have you noticed the enemy is not priding itself on 
lots of recent wins against our military and law en- 
forcement? Why? Both military and law enforcement 
are trained, outfitted and are naturally hard targets. 

Our heroes, both at home and abroad, are in this 
fight. Training and planning are at full throttle as 
America's men and women in uniform seek to adapt 
to this terrorist threat. However, they cannot be every- 
where, and as we witnessed in Chattanooga, some- 
times, we are the response force needed to join this 
fight. 

Every man, woman and child has everything to gain 
or lose, and we are all in this fight together. We 
learned this after Chattanooga, when a naval officer 
and Marine using personal sidearms engaged the 
gunman who murdered five service members. 

In August, three service members on leave in France 
and hoping to have a relaxing train ride launched into 
action, subduing a gunman who attacked passengers. 
Several arrests have been made, because the FBI and 
local law enforcement have tied together terrorism 
plots and interrupted plans before they materialized. 

So, what allows these brave men and women such 
as those in Chattanooga and France to respond so 
fast? How do they get into the fight before the fight, 
perhaps before their own lives are over? 

This is a powerful weapon and tool. I would go so 
far as to say it could be your number-one weapon for 
not only surviving a terrorist attack, but also surviving 
any attack in motion against you and your family 
wherever you might be — including the grocery store, 
movie theater, place of worship or favorite shopping 
mall. 

I have accrued more than 10 years of experience in 
war zones and high-threat locations. This does not in- 
clude the years I spent working the streets as a police 
officer in a city with a high call load. Mine was often 
the first car on the scene, and every decision and ac- 
tion mattered. 

Is it my "gun-fu" that got me though all those tight 
spots? Indeed, your own "gun-fu" also needs to be 
strong these days. 

Did I have access to state-of-the-art technology to 
provide me with real-time intelligence updates? No. I 
was not linked to a distant data system that watched 
my every move and updated me on everything going 
on around me. 

However, I do possess something innate; something 
I was born with that's better than any manmade sys- 
tem — and thus, this lesson begins. 

BOND AND BOURNE 

What makes James Bond so slick and allows Jason 
Bourne to stay ahead of his enemies can also make 


■ Predator sight teaches you what prey looks like so you can avoid falling into traps. 



"WHAT MAKES JAMES BOND SO SLICK AND 
ALLOWS JASON BOURNE TO STAY AHEAD OF 
HIS ENEMIES CAN ALSO MAKE YOU SEEM 
'SUPERHUMAN' FAST IN A MOMENT 
OF CRISIS." 


you seem "superhuman" fast in a moment of crisis. At our Fire- 
base Combat Studies group facility, we call it "predator and prey 
vision." 

Throughout the network of current courses, it comprises alert- 
ness, awareness and observation. Having situational awareness is 
the first skill of the OODA loop cycle ("OODA loop" refers to the 
decision cycle of observe, orient, decide and act, developed by 
military strategist and USAF Colonel John Boyd): observe. In short 
order, with practice, you, too, can become a hard target. 

To start, let's play a game. 

Go to the closest mall, the one with a coffee shop or a decent 
food court located inside. You will be hunting using what we call 
"predator vision." 

Take a walk through the mall and look for people with their 
heads down, buried in their phones — buried in the sand. Listen 
to the conversations taking place. I've sat in such places and, with 
no effort, I discovered people's schedule for the day, where they 
work, when they are going to the gym or about an upcoming 
vacation and how long they will be gone. 

While walking through the mall, witness people lost in conver- 
sation, heads down, searching social networks. Alternatively, 
look for signs of submission. These are easy targets — your prey! 
These behaviors/attitudes tell an attacker, "I am not confident, 
and I'll probably submit early in a confrontation." 


Why You 
Need 

Prey Vision 

It alerts your 
senses that 
trouble is 
near or that 
something is 
not right and 
makes you 
ready to 
respond. 


Contact 

I Firebase Combat 
I Studies Group 

(407) 720-3678 
I 5103 Forsyth Commerce 
Road 
Suite 1 

Orlando, FL 32807 
I www.FireBaseCSG.com 
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While doing this, keep your head up and eyes level. You will be sur- 
prised how many men drop their heads, even if it is just slightly, while 
you maintain a level composure. I am not talking about dropping the 
"stink eye" or staring down your friendly neighborhood shopper. Simply 
maintain a level, nonthreatening, confident gaze. (Women are actually 
better at maintaining composure in this situation than men.) 

What you are training yourself to do — what predator vision shows 
you — is who is aware and who is not. 

LAW OF THE WILD: 

RISK VS. GAIN 

Human predators, whether they are terrorists or just criminals by na- 
ture, go through an evaluation process. Compared to a crime of passion 
that takes place in the heat of the moment and is fueled with extraordi- 
nary strength, a premeditated attack is based on risk versus gain. It is the 
law of the wild. 

We can learn a lot from the animal kingdom. A wolf stalking its prey 
has much to lose from a confrontation. If it chooses poorly, it could use 
up much-needed energy and risk possible injury or even death. The deer 
fit for the run has its head up and is paying attention. It does not look as 
tasty as the slow-moving, out-of-shape, head-in-the grass option. The 
wolf completes its risk assessment and selects its target. 

The same is true in our world: If you are selecting a target for mass 
casualties, a highly alert individual could easily disrupt that plan, as 



THE T-SHIRTS OF 
REAL AMERICAN HEROES 


Join the club and get a new T-shirt every month representing 
a different group of specialized units from the U.S. Military, 
local and federal law enforcement, and fire departments. 

ONLY$24 AMONTH 

HeroTshirtClub.com 




better^HdotIRig in minutes 

WITH THE AR TACTICAL TRIGGER UNIT 


Single Stage 
Two Stage 
LE / MIL 
or 3-GUN 
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"WITH THE GROWING THREATS OF 
ISIS AND OTHER TERRORISTS, THE 
NEED FOR PEOPLE TO TAKE ACTION 




O 


o 


U 

QC 



DOS & 
DOim 


m- 

• Be aware of your 
surroundings. 

• Be confident. 

DttW'T- 

• In public, don't get 
lost in social media. 

• Don't get so 
engrossed in 
conversation that you 
tune out the world. 


witnessed in France. What gave 
the service men the edge was, 
first and foremost, alertness! 
Identify the threat and act. 

The OODA loop cycle plays out 
in seconds. Being ahead of the 
action makes your response 
faster. It makes you seem really 
fast in the eyes of the observers 
and assailant. The assailant has 
missed your alert posture in the 
crowd. His moment has arisen, 
and he has already committed. 
What he does not anticipate — 
and what buys you precious sec- 
onds to act — is that you are 
already observing what is hap- 
pening and then acting. You have 
just become "superhuman" fast. 

Observation without the will- 
ingness to act is an entirely differ- 
ent situation. The world is full of 
people who will not act or per- 
haps feel they cannot act. How- 
ever, most of those people are 
not reading this magazine article. 

One simple skill, something 
you are already wired to do, can 
save you, your family or a crowd 
of people. This is not just a one- 
time exercise; it is an adaptation 


for survival. 

Avoidance is key, and the se- 
cret to avoidance is seeing the in- 
cident unfold before your eyes. 
You need to make your powers 
of observation a habit — make it a 
part of you. 

Two forms of sight are needed, 
both predator and prey. Prey 
sight alerts your senses that trou- 
ble is possibly near or something 
just does not look right. It brings 
to bear all your senses and makes 
you ready to respond. 

Predator sight lets you see 
into the darkness. It teaches you 
what prey looks like so you can 
hopefully avoid falling into traps 
in the first place. 

Practice these observation ex- 
ercises daily; hone your senses of 
sight and hearing. Lift your eyes 
and be amazed at what is hap- 
pening around you. Listen to 
how loudly people talk in pub- 
lic — oblivious of how far their 
voices travel and the wealth of 
information they are revealing. 
See the world through the eyes 
of the predator and prey and be 
a harder target to hit. 


JOIN THE FIGHT 

We have called on America's citizens to 
rise and join the fight. If everyone sud- 
denly became more alert, we would all be 
safer. If we put as much stock in protect- 
ing the "flock," as the animal kingdom 
does; if we worked as one, big family, 
guarding our people wherever we are; if 
we became watchers, the "wolves" would 
go hungry. When we combine that with 
the will to act, the wolves will move on to 
softer targets. 

It begins with you: Put your cell phone 
in your pocket. Hold your head high — not 
just for situational awareness, but also 
out of pride in yourself, your training and 
willingness to protect others. Seek out 
training constantly. 

At Firebase CSG, our motto is, "Train as 
if your life and those around you depend 
upon it." In these days and during those 
to come, life might depend on your train- 
ing. 

We have always wrestled with the 
darkness and bad people. With the grow- 
ing threats of ISIS and other terrorists, the 
need for people to take action has never 
been stronger. 

The horn has sounded; answer the call. 
Stand a watch on the wall. FP 
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G ordon ingram designed the model io 

SUBMACHINE GUN BACK IN THE EARLY 
1960s AS A SIMPLE, COMPACT AND POTENT 
CLOSE-QUARTERS COMBAT PIECE FOR THE 
MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION 
(MAC). THE GUN, COLLOQUIALLY KNOWN AS THE 
"MAC-10," SAW USE WITH U.S. SPECIAL FORCES 
UNITS DURING VIETNAM AND AFTERWARD, AS 
WELL AS WITH OTHER MILITARY AND POLICE UNITS 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

The Model 10 was built largely from steel stampings and 
operated via a simple blowback mechanism. Its extremely 
compact size, compared to other earlier submachine guns,‘ 
was made possible by a telescoping bolt that wrapped 
around the barrel and helped keep the overall length of the 
weapon down. 


The Masterpiece Arms' 
MPA30DMG is a 21st-Century 
semi-automatic adaptation of 
the proven Ingram SMG design 
from the 1960s. It features an 
ergonomic handgrip that 
accepts reliable and readily 


available Glock magazines. 


/ 



■ The MPA30DMG features 
a threaded barrel that will 
accept a suppressor or the 
included 5-inch muzzle 
extension. 






"THEHI-LUX 
MICRO-MAX 
B-DOT, COUPLED 
WITH THE MPA 
PISTOL'S LOW 
RECOIL, MADE 
FAST, ACCURATE 
HITS EASY." 


■ The MPASODMG uses a rotating safety posi- 
tioned on the right side of the gun just forward 
of the trigger guard. It is easily operated with 
the trigger finger for a right-handed shooter. 



■ The barrel extension on the 
MPASODMG is unrifled but provides 
an additional measure of safety for 
the user over the pistol's short barrel 
profile. It also has a certain aesthetic 
appeal for those who aren't ready — 
or able — to get a sound suppressor. 



While U.S export polices spelled the demise of 
the Military Armament Company in the 1970s, 
the MAC-10 continued to be manufactured by a 
number of other companies over the years in 
both fully automatic and semi-automatic pistol 
styles; in addition, there were design variations 
such as the smaller 9mm Model 1 1 and even 
smaller .380ACP Model 12. While the design 
lived on, the quality of some of these products 
left much to be desired, and the reputation of 
the MAC style took a hit because of that. 

Despite that, I have to admit I've had a long 
fascination with the design that has caused me 
to give more than a cursory glance at some of 
the current offerings from MasterPiece Arms, 
including a very interesting variation: the 
MPASODMG. 

A HOT LINE 

Masterpiece Arms (MPA) first caught my eye 
a couple years back with its 5.7x28mm MPA57 
Defender pistols. That got me looking at the 
rest of the company's line that included pretty 
traditionally styled .45 ACP and 9mm M-10- and 
M-1 1 -styled pistols, as well as modernized ver- 
sions with side-mounted charging handles and 
top rails for optics, along with a variety of barrel 
extensions and some really slick short barrel rifle 
(SBR) configurations. 

So, at this year's SHOT Show, I made sure to 
swing by the company booth and find out more 
about it. While there, I met with MPA President 
Phil Cashin and spent a good deal of time talk- 
ing with him about the company, its manufac- 
turing process and its latest offering: the 
MPASODMG. 

FIRST LOOK 

The MPASODMG is still based on the basic 
Ingram design, but it's a much-upgraded con- 
cept that brings the design solidly into the 
21st century. MPA produces most everything 
used in the build of its firearms, from start 
to finish (other than some fasteners, springs and 
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injection-molded polymer parts), in house at 
its Comers, Georgia, facility. 

The MPA30DMG uses an upper and lower 
receiver fabricated from heavy-gauge steel 
stampings, while the barrel and internal 
parts are CNC machined. Like some of MPA's 
other designs, the MPA30DMG uses a side- 
mounted cocking knob and sports a top- 
mounted Picatinny rail. It also carries a short 
Picatinny rail below the frame for mounting a 
light or laser. The safety is a rotating lever 
somewhat similar to that of an M16. It is lo- 
cated on the right hand side of the receiver, 
forward of the trigger guard. 

A 5.5-inch barrel is standard on this model, 
and it's finished off with a set of ^A-IO threads 
to accommodate a suppressor or barrel exten- 
sion. A set of fully adjustable iron sights comes 
standard and uses a V-notch rear and M 16- 
style front post. A quick-detach (QD) swivel 
mount is provided at the rear of the pistol for 
easy attachment of a single-point sling. 

The base finish for the MPA30DMG is flat 
dark-earth cerakote, but black, burnt bronze 
and tungsten finishes are also available. MPA 
doesn't list a weight on the pistol, but it 
comes in at slightly more than 4 pounds on 
my scale with an unloaded magazine in place. 
You'll also notice a rubber boot over the trig- 
ger, which is there to help reduce trigger-slap. 

What really sets the MPA30DMG apart 
from previous Ingram-style designs is its alu- 
minum CNC-machined grip assembly. Not only 
is the assembly much more ergonomic than 
the traditional MAC-10 style grip; it is also de- 
signed to use the reliable, common and inex- 
pensive Glock pistol magazine. The new grip 
uses a magazine release located in the con- 
ventional position and is outfitted with tex- 
tured "decal grip" panels for added purchase 
on the weapon. 

Currently, the MPA30DMG sells as a 9mm 
weapon using Glock 17-compatible maga- 
zines, but it is designed as a multicaliber plat- 
form. It can be converted to .40 S&W or .357 
SIG by swapping out the bolt and barrel, or 
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A 

COMPANY 

TOUH 

While Phil 
Cashin took the 
helm of MPA in 
2008, the company, 
itself, has a long 
history — dating 
back to the early 
1 970s — as a ma- 
chine shop. The 
company is a fully 
modern machining 
facility located in 
Comer, Georgia, 
and is QS 9000 and 
ISO 9002 certified, 
as well as being a 
TS 16949 and ISO 
9002 registered 
company. 

MPA has also 
done a lot of con- 
tract machine work 
for some big 
names, both in and 
outside of the 
firearms world. The 
company's main 
focus, however, is 
on its guns, includ- 
ing an extensive 
line of Ingram- 
based Defender pis- 
tols, its 5.56 MPAR 
auto-loading rifles, 
MPA precision bolt- 
action rifles and its 
MPA suppressors. 
MPA is a company 
comprising highly 
skilled machinists 
using topnotch 
equipment and fol- 
lowing the highest 
quality standards — 
and an obvious pas- 
sion for their work. 

I picked up 
some of this infor- 
mation from Cashin 
and his crew at the 
SHOT show and 
some from doing 
follow-up research 
afterward. Never- 
theless, the proof of 
all this is in MPA's 
final product; and 
that led me to re- 
quest an 
MPA30DMG for 
testing and evalua- 
tion. 



■ The MPABODMG's key fea- 

» ture is the new grip frame 

that accepts Clock magazines. 
It ships with a 17-rouncl maga- 
zine but will accept any size or 
style magazine intended for a 
Clock 17 pistol. 


" . . . DETERMINED HOMEOWNER WIELDING AN MPA30 OUTFITTED WITH A 
33-ROUND MAG, BARREL EXTENSION AND A LIGHT OR DOT SIGHT WOULD 
BE A PRETTY INTIMIDATING SIGHT TO ANY HOME INTRUDER INTENT ON 

DOING HARM." 


5.7x28nnnn by swapping out the bolt, barrel and pistol grip. A 
.45 ACP version is in development, as well. 

The MPA30DMG comes as a pretty nice package from the 
factory. It ships in a sturdy, black, plastic hard case, along with 
a 5-inch, unrifled barrel extension, Korean Glock-style Kahn 
17rd magazine — and, interestingly enough, a spare hammer. 

I asked Phil Cashin what the spare hammer was for, and he 
explained that MasterPiece provides it as an option for the 
user, along with installation directions, should they chose to 
use the hammer. 

Cashin explained, "The hammer installed in the firearm 
has a disconnect/spring assembly. The alternate hammer is a 
solid design with no disconnect and similar to the original 
hammer design, where the platform went to a closed-bolt 
semi-auto configuration. 

"The disconnected hammer completely eliminates trigger- 
slap, which has been a negative side effect to this platform 
for decades. The down side to the design is that the actual 
disconnect is a 'wear' item — meaning that it does not have an 
infinite life and will eventually fail. The solid hammer will 
never fail but still has a bit of trigger-slap. That is where the 
rubber boot comes into play. The boot reduces the felt trig- 
ger-slap with the solid design and really has no function 
when used with the disconnected hammer." 


Now, trigger-slap isn't uncommon with some weapon plat- 
forms, such as with many U.S.-built AKs, and it's generally fix- 
able with a parts swap, but it's usually on the owner to track 
down and purchase the replacement parts. I appreciate how 
MPA acknowledges the issue up front and gives the user the 
option regarding the path they want to take — at no addi- 
tional cost. You can either live with the slap and just keep 
chugging along or swap out the hammer with the knowl- 
edge that, depending on how much shooting you do, you 
might need to replace it at some point in the future. 

RANGE IMPRESSIONS 

I have to admit that I was kind of excited to get the 
MPA30DMG to the range. Ingram-style guns are iconic pieces 
from military history and, let's face it, from all sorts of movie 
portrayals over the years. And even though this one is semi- 
auto and not full-auto, it's a pretty neat gun, especially when 
outfitted with an extended magazine and a red dot sight. 

With that in mind, I went about rounding up my range 
accessories and setting up my test gun for the range. 

The pistol ships with a Khan 17-round magazine, but I also 
brought along a couple of Glock factory 17- and 33-round 
magazines, as well as a Korean-50 round drum magazine I 
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■ A rear-mounted quick- 
detach sling mounting 
point is provided on the 
MPABODMG; this allows 
the attachment of a single- 
point sling. 





Years Young 

The Original M-10 submachine gun was designed by Gordon Ingram in 1964 and was first produced by the Military Armament Corporation. 
The "MAC-10" saw early adoption in conjunction with the well-respected Sionics sound suppressor by U.S. Special Forces units in Vietnam. While 
the design may be a half-century old, MasterPiece Arms has continued to update and evolve the design to keep it current — much like what has 
been done with the AK and Ml 6 series of weapons. 


got from Mississippi Auto Arms. I then added a Magpul single- 
point sling and a Hi-Lux Micro-Max B-Dot sight to round things 
out. 

The Picatinny rails and QD sling swivel slot made these mods 
fast and easy to accomplish. Nevertheless, one thing I did find was 
that the lower rail on the MPA30DMG was not long enough to 
take the Streamlight TLR-1 or TLR-2 I typically use. It will take 
other lights and lasers, but be sure to check out which models 
you're thinking about using to see if they fit. 

I hit the range on a sunny, but pleasant, late-summer day with 
shooting partner Ian, and we proceeded to sight-in the MPA30 
with the Micro-Max B-Dot sight. The Micro-Max is a well-built 
sight with easy adjustment, and we soon had things dialed in 
at 25 yards. 

The ammo was a mixed selection of various-weight ball and hol- 
lowpoint loads from Winchester, Federal and Century Arm's Hot- 
shot brand. Velocities ranged from the mid-900 feet-per-second 
range for the heavier 147-grain loads to around 1,175 feet per 
second for the 1 1 5-grain weights. 

We also did some velocity tests with the 5-inch barrel extension 
installed. We saw an increase of approximately 25 to 50 feet per 
second with it installed, kicking the lighter-weight bullets up 
slightly more than 1,200 feet per second. 

Accuracy for five-shot groups from a sandbag rest averaged in 


the 2- to 3-inch range, often with three shots of the five grouping 
at or under the 1-inch mark. Because I don't consider myself any 
better than an average pistol shot, I thought that was pretty 
darned great. 

Handling characteristics on the MPA30 are good. I'm not going 
to say it has the balance of a target pistol; it's basically a big, 
heavy, rectangular block of steel mounted on a centrally located 
grip. But I will say that the new grip does make a big difference. 

It's comfortable, and the textured decal grip panels give you a 
solid, secure grip. 

I did notice that there was a bit of a sharp corner where the 
trigger guard meets the magazine well that dug into the first 
knuckle of my middle finger that I'd like to see smoothed out; oth- 
erwise, the grip works well. The magazine release was easy to 
reach, and the Glock factory 17- and 22-round mags and Korean 
drum mag dropped free when the button was hit. The factory- 
provided Khan magazine didn't drop free readily but would drop 
out with a shake of the gun. 

The MPA30DMG does not lock open on the last shot, however, 
so unless you're good at counting your rounds, you're going to 
have to practice that reload upon hearing the click of the firing 
pin on an empty chamber. The forward-mounted safety on the 
MPA30 is not ambidextrous but is easily engaged using the trigger 
finger of the right hand. 
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Considering my conversation with Cashin about trig- 
ger-slap, I have to admit I wasn't sure what to expect on 
the range. I was pleasantly surprised to find that the 
stock trigger provided a crisp trigger pull right at 5 
pounds and had a short reset with little to no takeup. 
While the stock trigger is theoretically prone to trigger- 
slap, I really didn't notice it, even after a couple of hun- 
dred rounds of shooting. I'm not saying it isn't present, 
but the rubber trigger boot must have minimized what- 
ever slap it had; as a result, I didn't see any reason to 
swap out the hammer during my testing. 

Reliability was very good throughout testing, and the 
MPA30 fed and extracted everything tested. Most of the 
shooting was done with no issues using the factory 
Khan magazine. Early in testing, we did have failures to 
fire with the 147-grain Winchester Train and Defend 
loads, but all three rounds fired when tried a second 
time, and the issue didn't present itself 
with any of the other loads tested later 
on. 

Nevertheless, remember to thor- 
oughly test out any gun you might use for 
defense to ensure it is broken in and reliable with 
the particular ammo you decide to use. 

Offhand shooting was done from 7 to 25 yards at 
full-sized silhouette targets. The Hi-Lux Micro-Max 
B-Dot, coupled with the MPA pistol's low recoil, made 
fast, accurate hits easy. 

The QD sling swivel (or some other way to mount 
a sling) is a welcome feature I'd like to see on all larger 
pistols of this type or rifle-caliber pistols. Being able 
to easily add a single-point sling makes for the most 
practical way to carry this style pistol, and the added sta- 
bility you get while pushing out against the sling when 
shooting helps greatly in stabilizing the pistol for precise 
shooting. 


THE MPA30DMG'S ROLE 


■ The MPA30DMG features a left-side-mounted 
cocking knob rather than the top-mounted 
knob of the original Ingram designs. 



Now we know a lot more about the MPA30DMG 
pistol. However, a question I heard a number of folks 
ask while I was testing it was, "But what do you use it 
for?" 

There are two answers. 

First, it's a fun gun to shoot. And, let's face it: Most 
shooters who own more than one or two guns shoot 
recreationally. Blasting away at steel plates, milk jugs or 
paper silhouettes is fun and a great way to spend a 
sunny afternoon. You can certainly do that with a .22 
plinker, but sometimes, it's nice to do it with a gun that 
has a little more punch and panache. 

Second, I can see MPA pistols being used in a defen- 
sive role. They aren't exactly concealed-carry pieces, but 
the size and weight of the pistols make them easy to 
shoot, and the updated configuration of the 
MPA30DMG allows for the easy addition of optics or 
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■ The M PASO D MG features a threaded muzzle for use with a sound ■ The top-mounted Picatinny rail allows for easy mounting of optical sights, such as the 

suppressor, barrel extension, muzzle brake or handguard assembly. Hi-Lux Micro-Max B-Dot sight used for testing by the author. 


lights and lasers. Add in the ability to use magazines in the 
17- to 50-round-capacity range, and you've got a pretty 
potent package. 

Ian commented that a determined homeowner wielding 
an MPA30 outfitted with a 33-round mag, barrel extension 
and a light or dot sight would be a pretty intimidating sight 
to any home intruder intent on doing harm. 

Whatever your intended use for this pistol, MasterPiece 
Arms' MPA30DMG is an interesting piece. With an MSRP of 
$679.99, it's quite competitive with other common defense 
pistols that don't share the modularity of the modernized 
Ingram-style platform. FP 


Pl&HFOHHAHCi: DATA 



LOAD 

ACCURACY 

AVERAGE 


(INCHES) 

VELOCITY 

American Eagle 9mm 115-grain FMJ 

2i/4 

1,179fps 

Hotshot Elite 9mm 1 1 5-grain FMJ 

33/4 

1,147 fps 

Winchester White Box 9mm 1 1 5-grain JHP 

l3/8 

1,163fps 

Winchester White Box 9mm 124-grain FMJ 

l7/8 

1,1 63 fps 

Winchester Train & Defend 9mm 147-grain FMJ 

23/8 

962 fps 

Winchester Train & Defend 9mm 147-grain JHP 

3 

964 fps 

All shots were fired at 25 yards from a sandbag rest using a Hi-Lux Micro-Max B-Dot 
sight. Ambient temperature: 76 degrees. Group size: the best of five-shot groups fired. 



Masterpiece 
Arms MPA30DMG 


CALIBER: 9mm Luger 
MAGAZINE CAPACITY: Any 
standard Clock magazine; 17-round 
magazine provided 
FRAME: Steel and aluminum 
FINISH: Flat dark-earth cerakote 
TRIGGER MECHANISM: 

Single action 

SIGHTS: Fully adjustable front and 
rear sights, full-length Picatinny 
top rail 

BARREL: 5.5 inches, muzzle 
threaded y4-10 
WEIGHT: 4.0 pounds 
OVERALL LENGTH: 12 inches 
HEIGHT: 6 inches 
WIDTH: 1.25 inches 
MSRP: $679.99 


Contact Information 



Masterpiece Arms 

P.O. Box 67 
Comer, GA 30629 
(866) 803-0000 
WWW. MasterPieceArms.com 
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"THESE ADVANCEMENTS MEAN 
ADJUSTMENT IS MORE PRECISE 
THAN EVER BEEORE, TRACKING IS 
MORE REPEATABLE, AND THE ENTIRE 
PACKAGE IS EXTREMELY RUGGED 
AND DURABLE" 



MSRPs for these Grand Slam scope 
rings, available to accommodate 
both 1 inch- and 30mm-diameter 
tubes, range from only $29.95 to 
$32.49, so it won't break the 
bank to give your preferred Grand 
Slam scope solid footing on your 
favorite weapons platform. 


N THE WORLD OF BASEBALL, A GRAND 
SLAM IS THE MOST PRODUCTIVE HIT A 
PLAYER CAN GET. IN THE WORLD OF OP- 
TICS, A GRAND SLAM IS ALSO A WINNER. 

The Weaver Grand Slam 3-12x42mm scope is 
one of a dozen Grand Slam scopes based on five 
different 4X magnification platforms that offer a 
variety of reticle options to satisfy each shooter's 
needs. 

The 2-8x36mm scopes are offered with a trio 
of reticles that include Dual-X, Ballistic-X and 
Shotgun/Muzzleloader EB-X. The 3-12x42mm 
platform is equipped with either a Dual-X or 
Enhanced Ballistic-X (this version was our test 
scope), as is the larger 3-12x50mm version; and 
the 4-16x44mm features three reticles that 
include Dual-X, Enhanced Ballistic-X and 
Varmint EB-X. 

The newest additions, which joined the Grand 
Slam family last year, are two 3-12x50mm models 
that feature either the Dual-X or Varmint EB-X 
crosshair patterns. 

Here's an overview of how the Weaver Grand 
Slam 3-12x42mm scope performed. 


COMMON CORE 

The entire group of Grand Slam riflescopes is 
based around a second focal plane (SEP) reticle 
operation, which is the most common design for 
midpriced optics. Translated, the reticle crosshairs 
and related subtensions stay the same relative 
size as you ramp the magnification level up and 
down. 

In comparison, on a front focal plane (FFP) 
scope, the reticle grows and shrinks in conjunc- 
tion with your adjustments on the scope's power 
adjustment ring. 

Each reticle operating system has obvious 
plusses and minuses, but we're not going to get 
into a lengthy treatise on the benefits of front 
focal plane vs. second focal plane reticle systems 
here. Suffice it to say that in order to get accu- 
rate and consistent ranging information from 
your scope's ballistic drop compensating (BDC) 
reticle system — if so equipped — you must per- 
form this at a specific magnification level to en- 
sure repeatability from event to event while 
using the same type/brand/projectile weight of 
ammunition. 
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I've found that this ranging data typically 
works best and produces the most accurate 
read at max magnification levels. However, if 
you have the time, you can "map" your scope 
at your different power settings to establish 
the various projectile drop distances at the 
scope's given reticle subtension settings. 

All Grand Slam rifle scopes incorporate 
Weaver's newly redesigned Micro-Trac Adjust- 
ment System. It features a cross-balanced, dual- 
spring operation for repeatable, precise 
adjustment of windage and elevation. The im- 
proved system has contact points aligned 
around the erector tube bulge to eliminate 
any risk of slippage. 

Plus, new materials allow more force on the 
springs to better handle heavy recoil and 
rough use. These advancements mean adjust- 
ment is more precise than ever before, track- 
ing is more repeatable, and the entire package 
is extremely rugged and durable. The improve- 
ments give shooters even more peace of mind, 
whether they are on the range, tramping 
through rough brush or perched high on a 
mountaintop. 

Grand Slam scopes offer precision-ground, 
fully multicoated lenses to provide bright, 
clear, edge-to-edge viewing. The argon-purged 
tubes eliminate internal fogging, while a 
rugged one-piece, 1-inch tube construction 
enhances durability. 

Side focus parallax adjustment is available 
on select models, with five different reticle 
options, including the dynamic Enhanced 
Ballistic-X (EB-X), Varmint EB-X and an EB-X 
calibrated for shotguns and muzzleloaders. 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE 

I have mounted the Weaver Grand Slam 
3-12x42mm EB-X on a variety of auto-loading 
and bolt-action weapons, including a Ruger 
Mini-14, Rock River ATH middy carbine, 
Mossberg MVP (5.56 NATO and 7.62 NATO), 
Remington 700 SPS (.223 Rem and .308 Win.) 
and a Ruger Gunsite Scout rifle (.308 Win.). All 
platforms produced excellent results. 

Many of the five-shot/sub-MOA 100-yard 
targets I have printed for some of my weapons 
tests have been courtesy of this affordable and 
sturdy scope that measures fewer than 12 
inches in length and features %-inch MOA 
adjustments for both windage and elevation. 

The Weaver EB/X BDC-style reticle features 
four different aiming points, allowing shooters 
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■ 1. The handy paral- 
lax adjustment knob 
is located on the left 
side of the tube and 
is adjustable from 25 
yards out to infinity, 
ensuring clear images 
at any distance. 


■ 2. All of Weaver's 
high-quality Grand 
Slam optics are 
manufactured in 
Japan and feature 
popular, 1-inch tubes 
for a variety of scope 
ring options. 


■ 3. Both the 
windage and 
elevation 

adjustments feature 
1/4-inch MOA clicks 
and are protected 
by durable top 
covers. 



■ 1. Weaver GrandSlam 
Dual-X Reticle 


■ 2. Weaver GrandSlam 

Varminter Reticle 

■ 3. Weaver GrandSlam 

Ballistic-X Reticle 

For More Information 

Weaver Optics 

1 Vista Way 
Anoka, MN 55303 
(800) 379-1732 
www.WeaverOptics.com 

The Right Hardware 

What good is great glass 
without the right attachment 
hardware to keep your optical 
system rock solid on your rifle's 
receiver? 

Weaver's new Grand Slam 
rings feature a four-hole design 
with Torx screws for outstanding 
gripping strength and added se- 
curity. The rings are made of solid 
steel, crafted in the U.S.A. to 
exact tolerances and offer 
Weaver's proven cross-lock 
design for the ultimate in 
consistent accuracy. 

The rings are offered in 
medium, high and extra-high 
mounting heights to match the 
size of your optic's objective lens 
in matte, black and silver finishes. 
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THIS IS NO HYBRID ARI5 

The beast-like Mk47 MUTANT is instead 
spawned from two of the world’s greatest 
platforms, genetically re-engineered forARIS 
accuracy and relentless AK47- like reliability 
with the legendary 7.62x39mm caliber. 
Accepts standard AK magazines and drums. 
Available in both 10" and 16" variants. 

ARI5 Mk47 

7.62x39mm 7.62x39mm 

[bolt face] [bolt face] 


» ' ★ AKM model shown with optional equipment. 
L ^ *1"" ■ 


Learn More At: 


CMMGinc.com 


-- 


i., 

■ -* I •vTt 


=‘r: 


★ INTRODUCING THE NEW, GENETICALLY ENGINEERED- ★ 


Mk47»MUTanT 








f f 1 


1 



■ The sturdy construction of the Grand Slam series of scopes makes 
them ideal for both heavy-caliber autoloaders and bolt-action rifles, 
with this one mounted on a Mossberg 7.62 NATO MVP platform. 


"THE IMPROVEMENTS GIVE SHOOTERS EVEN MORE 
PEACE OF MIND, WHETHER THEY ARE ON THE 
RANGE, TRAMPING THROUGH ROUGH BRUSH 
OR PERCHED HIGH ON A MOUNTAINTOP." 


to quickly engage targets that might be farther 
away than the scope's primary zero. Once setting 
the crosshairs for 200 yards, a handy ballistic chart 
included with each scope establishes the pro- 
jected distance downrange for the other three 
aiming point zeros, depending on the caliber and 
projectile weight of your preferred load. 

As mentioned earlier, the BDC predictions on 
this SFP optic are best adjusted at a specific mag- 
nification power setting (I prefer the max 12x) for 
the most predictable results. To give you an indi- 
cation about how this works in the real world, 
let's take the popular 150-grain .308 Win. car- 
tridge and see how it relates to the Grand Slam's 
unique EB-X reticle's four subtension graduations. 

According to the handy graph included in 
every Grand Slam EB-X scope's shipping box, once 
you set the reticle's center crosshairs (A) at 200 
yards (which should also be good to go at 50 
yards for close-in shots based on this cartridge's 
known ballistic curve), the next set of crosshairs 
(B) should hit the target's center at 295 yards from 
the muzzle. The subsequent (C and D) crosshairs 
will strike the target at 385 yards and 480 yards, 
respectively, down range ... nice! 

What's really cool about the Weaver EB-X 
reticle is that it also has a windage holdover built 
into the scope's sight picture, with additional 
subtension lines and dots positioned on either 
side of the center aiming point. These aiming 


points are fixed for 10 mph of "full value" 
windage but allow the creative shooter to 
"guesstimate" more or less wind, or %-value 
breezes. 

Other popular caliber and projectile weights 
on the handy EB-X BDC chart include 30-06 
Springfield, .300 Win. Mag., .223 Rem, .243 Win., 
30-30 Win., 7mm Mauser and many others. 

One of my favorite features of the Grand Slam 
3-12x42mm is the side focus adjustment located 
on the port side of the 1-inch-diameter tube that 
is adjustable from 25 yards out to infinity. This 
handy rotary knob eliminates the dreaded "par- 
allax" associated with many scopes and, when 
worked in conjunction with the optic's rotary 
diopter, it allows the operator to dial in a crystal- 
clear sight picture. This one feature, alone, puts 
the Weaver Grand Slam scopes at the top of 
their competitive class. 

I've found that the 3-1 2x magnification level 
is the best compromise if you can only afford to 


invest in one scope. It will shoot the center out 
of the target at 100 yards and is great to carry in 
the field for a variety of game. The lower 3x set- 
ting will still provide welcome magnification 
with minimal "shake and bake" if you don't 
have a firm shooting base or are forced to take 
an offhand shot. 

TOP OF THE LINE 

Manufactured in Japan, Weaver's Grand 
Slam 3-12x42mm is a top-of-the-line scope with 
a modest price tag. It will give you years of 
trouble-free use in the roughest conditions and 
is backed by a limited lifetime warranty to the 
original purchaser. 

If there is a minor nit that I could find with 
this excellent optic, it would be nice if the 
Weaver Grand Slams were equipped with stan- 
dard dust covers — but you can always get those 
via the aftermarket. FP 
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FUR'S SCOUT II, A HANDHELD 
THERMAL CAMERA, DETECTS 
SIGNATURES OUT TO 
550 YARDS 




£ BV A STAFF WRITER 


WHERE WE HAVE BEEN 


The majority of our reviews have been discussing devices 
that could be weapon mounted, and we have covered both 


H ERE'S A LITTLE INFORMATION THAT IS 
PROBABLY NOT A SECRET. 

In case you haven't noticed, the Firepower 
staff likes playing with various night vision de- 
vices. Some might say our fascination stems 
from a childhood fear of the dark, but they would be way 
off base. 

The truth is, we just don't want to miss out on the action 
after the sun goes down. Either way, we tend to ignore sug- 
gestions that we seek professional help. 


The four control 
push buttons are 
located along the top 
of the unit, and with 
four fingers, you 
have it made. (I wish 
I could make it sound 
more complex so I 
could impress you 
with my skill.) 


"light intensifying" and "thermal imaging" systems. 
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These two styles of night vision oper- 
ate on totally different principles, and 
each has its pros and cons. 

Most will agree that the "light inten- 
sifying" devices have an edge when it 
comes to making an identification of an 
animal or human, but for pure detec- 
tion, "thermal imaging" is the way to 
go. This is not to say that these devices 
will only do one or the other task but 
that their performance may excel with 
certain uses. 

It wasn't too long ago that we took a 
close look at the ThermoSight R-Series 
from FLIR and even got to put it to use 
in the field in pursuit of both coyotes 
and beavers. We found this thermal 
scope so useful that we hated having to 
return it to the manufacturer. It also im- 
pressed us enough so that when FLIR an- 
nounced the introduction of its new 
Scout II, it was instantly added to our 
"must-try" list. 

NEXT UP 

The Scout II is the latest series of 
handheld Scout thermal cameras pro- 
duced by FLIR. We are not really sure 
why FLIR called it the "Scout II," because 
there are already two other series — ^the 
Scout TS and the Scout BT. However, be- 
cause we would never consider asking a 
mother why she named her son 
"Ralph," we'll let this little detail slide. 

You might even be wondering why, 
after covering the ThermoSight, we 
would even be interested in the Scout 11. 

The ThermoSight was excellent and 
could be mounted and sighted-in on a 
rifle for 24/7 use. Think about it, and you 
will realize that is the exact reason we 
wanted to look at a second device. 

Have you ever gone out into the 
woods during hunting season and spot- 
ted another hunter watching you? How 
often have you seen someone using 
their riflescope as a replacement for 
binoculars? When this occurs, it only 
takes a second for you to realize that 
you have a high-powered rifle pointed 
right at your chest. Those hunters are 
the people who need professional help. 
(As they say, "You can't fix stupid.") 


"AFTER THE SUN WENT DOWN AND EVERYTHING 
STARTED TO COOL A BIT, ANY ANIMAL THAT VENTURED 
OUT l/l//\5 INSTANTLY SPOTTED. " 



If you need a N 
nice, little "spotter" 
monocular to make 
your prey really stand 
out, consider the 
latest from FLIR. 
The Scout II 
, is a compact 
N. wonder. j/ 
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The Scout II is 
small enough to fit 
in your pocket, but 
since FUR provides 
such a nice case, you 
might as well use it. 



■ The little MG is just 
emitting heat gathered 
from the sun, but it is 
easy to tell the Jeep 
Liberty has been driven 
recently. The engine 
compartment will glow 
until it cools to the am- 
bient temperature. 


WHAT IT'S GOT 

The ThermoSight can be removed and 
used as a handheld unit, but it is much 
larger than the Scout II. It is also a rather 
comical experience trying to remount 
this scope in the dark before your prey 
spots you. Let's just say that the Scout II 
is a compact and useful tool that can be 
used in conjunction with other night 
vision devices. 

Once you start discussing thermal im- 
aging, a lot of people's eyes will start to 
glaze over. In principle, however, it is 
actually very simple. 

Everything in nature will either reflect 
heat, absorb heat or produce its own heat. 
A thermal imaging camera just detects the 
amount of heat each object is emitting. 
Because the amount of heat varies with 
each object, it will stand out differently 
when viewed through the camera. 

The simplicity of the concept is only 
outdone by the simplicity of operating 
the Scout II. Once you take the Scout II 
out of the box, just plug it in to allow 
the internal battery to charge. An orange 
light appears during the charging 
process; when this light turns green, 
you're finished. 

The next step is critical to the opera- 
tion process: Push the "on" button, and 
hold it up to your eye. We'd better add 
one detail before the e-mail starts flow- 
ing in to my editor: The end with the eye- 
cup should be pointed toward your face. 

Forgive me if I seem flippant, but it is 
that simple. If you want the advanced 
course in the proper use of the Scout II, 
there are some more details you may find 
useful. First, there is a small diopter on 
the side of the unit, just forward of the 
eyecup. This can allow you to adjust the 
image sharpness as needed. 

Along the top of the unit there are five 
controls for you to use. (Don't forget to 
take notes, and remember you must use a 
#2 pencil.) Going from the front to the 
rear, the first button is the on/off power 
button we have already mentioned. Sec- 
ond is a mini-USB port under a rubber 
cover. This port is where you connect the 
charger to recharge the battery when 
needed. It can also be used as a "video 
out" connection to use the Scout II as a 


VIAGRA, CIALIS, 
LEVITRA, PROPECIA, 
VALTREX ONLINE! 


All FDA approved 
brand name 
medications 

USA Pharmacies and 
Doctors since 1998 

Order Online, 
by Phone 
(1-800-467-0693) 
or Mobile Device! 

Safe 

Secure 

Discreet 
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5% discount at 
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Features 

• Bright LCD screen 

• 13mm (240 model) and 

1 9mm (320 model) lenses 

• Situational awareness 

• Detects heat signatures 
up to 550 yards away 

• Grab-and-go simplicity 

• Starts up in seconds, 
no training required 

• Simple operation 

• White hot, black hot 
and InstAlert 

• Utility light 

• Compact and rugged 

MSRP: $ 1,999 


■ Placing the camera next to 
a Surefire light proves how 
compact FLIP'S Scout II really 
is. Let your rifle sit in your 
lap, and use the Scout II to 
spot the game. 


Contact 

Information 

FLIP Systems 

www.Flir.com 


video source. 

The third button controls the brightness of the display and 
operates as an on/off button for a small task light at the front 
of the unit. The fourth button toggles between a IX and 2X 
magnification of the image on the 320 model or toggles be- 
tween freezing and unfreezing the image on the 240 model. 

The fifth, and last, control is the fun one. This button will 
scroll through your choices about how to set up the display. It 
starts by showing the hotter objects as white and in shades of 
light gray. Push the button again, and it will show the exact 
reverse — with the hotter object appearing black and in darker 
shades of grey. One more push, and you go to what FLIP calls 
the InstAlert mode, in which the hottest items are highlighted 
in red. You can select from four levels of the InstAlert red 
accents until you return to the "white" mode. 

Operating the Scout II is actually that simple. 

FELD NOTES 

Because this is a thermal unit and not a "light intensifying" 
night vision device, it can be operated in normal daylight. It 
doesn't take long before your hand learns which button to 
push without even looking. 


We really appreciated the Scout M's compact size and light 
weight once we carried it into the field. At only 6.7x 2. 3x2.4 
inches, the Scout II can slip into a coat pocket, but it does 
come with a nice case that will mount to any belt or MOLLE 
system. 

The battery lasted much longer than we could imagine 
once the serious hunting started. We would flip it on every 
now and then, scout around and then turn it off. After sev- 
eral hours, we would return home and plug the unit in to be 
recharged and ready to go the next night. 

After the sun went down and everything started to cool a 
bit, any animal that ventured out was instantly spotted. You 
might not be able to tell a raccoon from an opossum at any 
distance, but hogs, coyotes or two-legged varmints can be 
instantly recognized. 

The image size of the Scout II is smaller than that on the 
ThermoSight R-Series scope, but the whole unit is smaller. 
Don't even consider using your rifle-mounted scope to "spot" 
game until after it is identified. As we mentioned, you can't 
fix stupid, and once the trigger is pulled, you can't get that 
bullet back. 

FLIR has given us the tools to hunt safely at night, and we 
should embrace them all. FP 
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SHOOT LIKE A SEAL 

TAKE YOUR SHOOTING SKILLS TO THE NEXT LEVEL THROUGH VISUALIZATION 

BV CHRIS SPIJNOG 




T he use of mental 

IMAGERY, VISUALIZA- 
TION OR DOING MEN- 
TAL REPETITIONS IN 
SPORTS HAVE BEEN 
AROUND FOR MANY YEARS 
AND HAVE PROVEN TRACK 
RECORDS OF SUCCESS. 

Visualization primes neural 
pathways in the same way that 
physical training does, and your 
neurons can't tell the difference. 
You have specialized neurons — 
"mirror neurons" — in your brain 
made just for this purpose. Mirror 
neurons fire the same way when 
you do something, see something 
or even see someone else do the 
same thing. 

Top athletes and Special Forces 
soldiers often credit their success 
on a daily basis to the use of these 
tools, and scientific studies back up 
their claims. 

So, if it works in basketball and 
golf, will it work in shooting? And 
what about combat? 

PROVEN BY STUDIES 

A recent study by researchers 
in the Netherlands has shown 
that simple mental imagery can 
help law enforcement officers 
keep their shooting skills from 
deteriorating during high-threat 
encounters. They conducted be- 
fore-and-after firearms perform- 
ance tests on 66 police officers, 
and the results were quite 
dramatic. 

After everyone shot a basic 
course to get their baselines, they 
were split into two groups. One 
group listened to an audiotape 
guiding them through the mental 
imagery of a gunfight — in which 
they performed flawlessly. The 
other group listened to meaning- 
less audio. 

After the audio session, both 
groups were presented with a 
more dynamic scenario in which 
the threat was now shooting back 
at them with "simunitions" (small 



"... YOUCAN 
LITERALLY TRAIN 
ANYWHERE— AND 
AMMO IS 
UNLIMITED." 


marking rounds). The group that 
listened to the guided imagery 
with a positive outcome consis- 
tently outperformed the group 
that had listened to the unrelated 
audio. 

For some of you, this may be a 
bit too mystical or "new age-y" at 
first. It can be hard to go from a 
meat-eating mouth breather to 
vegetarian belly breather, but you 
don't need give up your red meat 
to become more enlightened. 

In fact, when you do your visu- 
alization, you can be as ruthless 
and barbaric as you want, and if 
you do it right, you'll be even 
manlier when you open your eyes. 


On the other hand, for some of 
you, this will result in a simple un- 
derstanding of the power of your 
mind and will provide you with a 
few tricks about how to focus that 
power. 


EO YEARS OF SUCCESS 


I have been practicing the mar- 
tial arts since I was 12, and I 
started using visualization regu- 
larly as part of my practice about 
20 years ago. I became a believer 
very quickly when I witnessed the 
power the mind has when you 
know how to unlock it. 

I would visualize beating my op- 
ponent before sparring and then 
see every move he threw at me 
come in slow motion; his defeat 
was a foregone conclusion. 

I continue to use visualization 
for shooting and other aspects of 
my life and believe that it con- 
tributes to much of my success. 
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"SIMPLE MENTAL IMAGERY CAN HELP LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KEEP THEIR 
SHOOTING SKILLS FROM DETERIORATING DURING HIGH-THREAT ENCOUNTERS." 


Studies have shown that visualization can be 
even more effective than actually physically 
practicing the same thing, because you can do 
it perfectly, and your neural pathways don't 
know if you've physically done the movements 
or if you were just visualizing them. Plus, you 
can literally train anywhere — and ammo is un- 
limited. What could be better? 

If you want to take your shooting to the 
next level and increase your chances of surviv- 
ing a violent encounter, follow the simple 
guidelines on pages 1 1 5 (top) and 1 1 6 (right). 

VISUALIZATION TIPS 

What you see when you visualize is up to 
you. You can see things through your own 
eyes or as if you're watching yourself on TV. 

Try each one and see which comes more easily 
to you. 

If you've never tried this before, it may 
take a week or more before you can even 


start to "see" things with your mind, and the 
way you see things will likely be different than 
you do with your eyes open. This is fine and 
perfectly normal. Just keep trying, and the de- 
tails will come into focus. 

It is also very important to use all your 
senses while visualizing. In the same way 
you are seeing things with your eyes closed, 
you need to learn effectively to feel, smell 
and hear things. The more senses you can 
get into play, the more real this will be in 


KliY 
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After a basic course, the officers 

study Group 

were split into groups. One group 

Facts 

listened to a tape via which they 


were guided through mental im- 

(ill 

agery during a gunfight. The other 

The number of 

group's tape was unrelated to 

police officers 

shooting. In a follow-up test, the 

involved in a 

group that listened to the imagery 

visualization study 

outperformed the other group. 


your mind and the more benefit you will get 
from it. 

In fact, the most important feeling you need 
to get is emotional. If you can make an emo- 
tional connection with your imagery, the bene- 
fit you get will be the same as if you've 
physically done whatever you imagined. For in- 
stance, if you're visualizing hitting all your tar- 
get's center mass in the fastest time during a 
competition, feel the same excitement you 
would feel knowing you won the title. 

Sometimes, your visualization will get away 
from you, and you'll find that the shot missed 
or that you dropped your gun. Again, this is 
normal, and this is why you're training. 

Rewind that video in your mind, and keep 
playing it through until you do it the way you 
want. If you just let it go, that's teaching your 
mind the wrong thing, and you'll be working 
against yourself. Once you've played it 
through the right way, make sure you rein- 
force it with some emotion: Bam! 
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inmr to vioualizi: 


Set time aside each day. This is separate from your meditation, but it's great to do it right before or after 
meditating. 


1. 

sS. 

a 

4, 

s. 

a 

You can also do 

1 Close your 

Breathe 

Visualize yourself 

Anchor your 

End with 

this right before 

1 eyes and 

deeply and 

performing at 

visualization 

a positive 

an event, if you 

relax your 

relax your 

your absolute 

with 

feeling. 

have time. 

body. ! 

mind. 

best. 

emotion. 

That's it! 



■‘^[jThe author, a retired 
SEAL, says studies reveal 
that visualization can be 
even more effective than 
actually physically practic- 
ing the same thing. 



powerhouse fueled by the ReAxis nitrogen 
gas piston. It slings readily available 
pellets down range at a blazing 1000 fps. 
Its muzzle noise is reduced by the Umarex 
SilencAir noise dampening system. 
Eguipped with a built-in bipod, Lockdown 
Mount, and 3-9x32 scope, the FUEL is 
ready for steady target acquisition. 

See it in action here: 
www.UmarexUSA.com/Firepower 

©2015Umare* USA 

uMaRex 

A 1 R G U N S 
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■ Visualizing for 10 minutes 
daily is better than allocating 
70 minutes just once a week. 


You can also control the speed, color and size of your im- 
ages. Perhaps slow down the new technique you're learn- 
ing so you can see all the details or make the size of your 
target so large, you get the feeling that it's easy to hit. 

Work with all the different options and make the images 
exciting to get the emotion that should come with them. 
Play the images backward or forward at different speeds to 
see what makes them stick. 

It is possible for you to shoot perfectly, and the more clearly 
you see yourself doing that, the more likely it will happen. 

10 IS GREATER THAN 70 

Now that you know you don't even need a gun to prac- 
tice shooting, there are no more excuses. You don't need to 
find time to go to the range or buy ammo, pick up brass or 
clean the gun when you're done. And, if you do it right, the 
benefits you get from 10 minutes of visualization could be 
more than you get from actually going to the range. 

Remember: Just as with any training you do, consistent 
training equals consistent results. Better to do 10 minutes 
every day than 70 minutes once a week. 

Train hard ... and keep eating red meat! 
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Find it Here 

Navy SEAL Shooting 

$47 for a signed copy 

www.ChrisSajnog.com 


Excerpted with permission by Chris Sajnog. FP 


To Be Successful 
Visualizing, 

Stay Within Reason 

The mind is powerful, but if 
you push the limits beyond what 
is possible within the confines of 
your universe, it's not going to 
work. 

If, for instance, you want to 
run faster, and you choose to 
imagine yourself flying — literally 
flying — ^your subconscious mind, 
knowing this is not physically 
possible, will short circuit any 
positive results, and you'll just 
end up spinning your wheels. 

However, that doesn't mean 
you should limit yourself, either. 
Say you want to improve your 
score on a shooting course of 
fire — ^you should picture every 
round hitting the center of the 
target. Why? Because it is possi- 
ble for that to happen. 

You'll never fly, but it is possi- 
ble for you to shoot perfectly, and 
the more clearly you see yourself 
doing that, the more likely it will 
happen the next time you're at 
the range. 
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POWER IS POINTLESS 
WITHOUT CONTROL 



THE KRISS SUPER V RECOIL MITIGATION SYSTEM REDUCES MUZZLE 
CLIMB BY 95% AND FELT RECOIL BY 65% WHEN COMPARED 
TO TRADITIONAL FIREARM OPERATING SYSTEMS* 

'RESEARCH PERFORMED BV U^, ARMY ARDEC PICAT1NNY ARSENAL 


Take conlrol, visit www.krisS'Usa.com or call our 
toll free number: -f1 855 KRISS US (574-7787) 
to find a KRISS authorized dealer near you. 
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LIVE THE LIFE 

► BV A STAFF WRITER 


Y our life centers around firearms, work 

JUST GETS IN THE WAY. IN THIS INSTALLMENT 
OF "EQUIPPED," WE HIT ON A VARIETY OF 
PRODUCTS THAT WILL TAKE YOU INTO THE 
WORLD YOU CRAVE. 


SHIRTS, AMMUNITION, 
KNIVES AND MORE 




Product: Close Your Gun Fly Tee 
Website: www.FlagrantBeard.conn 
MSRP: $24.99 


Have you ever been caught with your fly down? Kind of 
embarrassing, right? Ever been yelled at on the range for 
not closing your dust cover? Starts to sink in after a while! 

Well, one 1 13-degree Arizona summer day we tried to 
tell a buddy to close his dust cover, but the only thing that 
came out was, "Close your gun fly." Another guy didn't 
miss a beat and added, "Yeah, I can see your business." 

Boom! A T-shirt was born. 


Other Features 

• Fabric laundered for 
reduced shrinkage 

• 1x1 baby rib-knit 
set-in collar 

• Tear-away label 


• Men's premium fitted 
short-sleeve crew 

• 100% combed ring-spun cotton 
high-end jersey 

• A super soft 4.3 oz. 


Fi;i)i:i!AL PBliMIUM 

Product: Fusion MSR ammo variety 
Website: www.FederalPremium.com 
MSRP: $27.95 to $37.95 

You know what your MSR can do. It's versa- 
tile and handles everything from tactical to 
competition, coyotes to elk. Many shooters 
build these rifles from the ground up to meet 
their specific needs. 

To complement that. Fusion MSR loads are 
designed to provide that same degree of cus- 
tomization. The cartridges are specifically de- 
signed for hunting, performing to their 
"ballistic peak" through 16-inch barrels for 
AR-15 platforms and 20-inch barrels for AR-10 
platforms. 

Federal says the Fusion bullet transfers 
"tremendous energy on impact for deadly 
knockdown power." 



Other Features 

• Primer, propellant, 
bullet and case are 
optimized for hunting 
in MSR actions. 

• Skived bullet tip for 
long-range expansion 

• Molecularly fused 
jacket around a 
pressure-formed core 
produces excellent 
accuracy. 

• Boattail bullet 
design allows for 
flatter trajectories 
and better down range 
velocity and energy. 
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WILSOH COMIUIT 

Product: Star-Light 
Automatic Knife 
Website: www. 
WilsonCombat.com 
MSRP: $251.56 

Lightning fast. Durable. Reliable. 
What more do you want from your 
blade? Designed by tactical knife- 
maker Allen Elishewitz and made in 
the U.S.A. of premium materials by 
Hogue, the new Star-Light Automatic 
is the "fast-firing, push-button auto- 
matic" rendition of Wilson's Star-Light 
button-lock folders. 

If you want a reliable companion, 
check out the Star-Light, which has a 
4-inch blade and an overall length of 
9 inches. 



Other Features 

• The blade is ground from premium U.S.A. 

1 54-CM stainless steel. 

• It is cryogenically tempered. 

• The edge is honed to a polished, razor-like 




finish and rides on a hardened, oversized pivot 
for lightning-fast operation. 



AKES AUMOK 

Product: Low Profile 
Arsenal Bag 
Website: www.Ares 
Armor.com 
MSRP: $189.99 
(sale price) 


tt •§ 
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Travel in style, and travel with- 
out anyone knowing what you're 
carrying. Ares Armor's Low Profile 
Arsenal gun bags allow you to do 
both of those quite well. 

And the line-up just changed to 
now include red and blue. Hit the 
road with this bag, and no one will 
be the wiser, because it looks like 
any other simple luggage. 

No Molle? No problems. 

Other Features 

• 1 GOOD cordura 

• Closed-cell foam padding 

• 10YKK locking zippers 

• Dimensions: 8x9x30 inches 

• Lifetime guarantee 




ETYMOTIC 
HESIZAHCII, IMG. 

Product: GunSport Pro 15 
Electronic Earplugs 
Website: www.Etymotic.com 
MSRP: $299 


It's time to bolster your arsenal. 

Etymotic's GunSport PRO electronic 
earplugs resist movement from recoil 
and provide comfort while you're shoot- 
ing. The active circuitry allows you to 
hear naturally, as if nothing is in your 
ears. In fact, these earplugs are designed 
to automatically amplify for better situa- 
tional awareness, as well as protect 
against continuous loud noise and blasts. 


Other Features 

• Allows natural hearing 

• Provides 1 5 dB of automatic hearing 
protection when noise exceeds safe levels 

• Protects from blasts 


HAXPEDITIOH 

Product: Falcon II 
Backpack 
Website: www. 
MaxPedition.com 
MSRP: $173.99 

You could say the Maxpedition Falcon 
II backpack is a bit like a woman: Not 
only is it intelligently designed, but it 
looks great. In addition, it is durable and 
ergonomic (the backpack, that is). 

The Falcon II Backpack, a medium- 
bodied pack, is constructed with 1050- 
Denier water- and abrasion-resistant 
nylon. The padded shoulder straps and 
sturdy sternum and waist support are de- 
signed to make it comfortable to wear. 

Inside, it has independent, layered 
compartments with more pockets, 
pouches and PALS attachment points. It 
will hold two 100-ounce, 3-liter water 
reservoirs. 

It's what the pros use. 

Other Features 

• Made with high-quality nylon stitching 

• Self-repairing YKK zippers 

• Durable, water-resistant exterior 

• Features multiple compartments and pockets 
and offers space for mission essentials 
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IN A CONFLICT, BRITAIN CAN FLEX ITS MILITARY MUSCLES 

WITH AN ARRAY OF HIGH-POWERED WEAPONS E3V LEROV THOMPSON 



I T'S A PSYCHOLOGICAL WAR, 
BUT IT CAN GET VERY PHYSI- 
CAL VERY QUICKLY, WITH 
TONS OF FIREPOWER AND 
ELITE MILITARY UNITS RAR- 
ING TO GO. THE SOURCE OF THIS 
CONFLICT RESTS SQUARELY ON 
LAND, AND THE PROBLEM EX- 
TENDS BACK MORE THAN THREE 
DECADES. 

On April 2, 1982, the Argentines 
invaded the Falklands and South 
Georgia, quickly overrunning the 
small Royal Marines garrison. They 
believed that by seizing the islands, 
they would force the British to cede 
sovereignty rather than attempt to 
fight a war thousands of miles from 
the U.K. 

They were so wrong. 

CARRIERS AND JETS 


42 Harrier VTOL (vertical takeoff 
and landing) jets. 

While most of the Argentine 
forces in the Falklands comprised 
conscript infantry, the British 
sent a force of hardcore profession- 
als, including the Royal Marine 
Commandos, Parachute Regiment, 
Ghurkas, Scots Guards and Welsh 
Guards, among others. British spe- 
cial ops units, including the SAS, SBS 
and Arctic and Mountain Warfare 
cadre, carried out raids and recon. 

In the darkness of May 21st, 
the British staged amphibious 
landings on East Falkland. In a mat- 
ter of weeks, the Argentines had 
surrendered. 

And that's where the story 
resumes. 
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"BRITISH SPECIAL OPS UNITS ... CARRIED OUT RAIDS AND RECON." 


However, Argentina continues to claim the 
Falklands as the Malvinas. The discovery of 
oil just off the Falklands Islands recently has 
increased Argentine pressure to claim the 
Falklands. 

There has been concern that Argentina 
might, once again, attempt military action 
against the Falkland Islands, especially because 
Britain's two new Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft 
carriers will not become fully operational until 
2020, while their other carriers have been 
decommissioned. 

Because carriers were essential in providing 
air support during the 1982 conflict, it is feared 
that the lack of same might tempt the Argen- 
tines to take action. Increasing fears of Argen- 
tine aggression have been recent news: The 
Russians are planning to lease 12 Sukhoi SU-24 
long-range bombers to Argentina. These 
bombers are capable of carrying out attacks on 
the Falklands. 

As a result, the British armed forces have 



■ An RAF Chinook transporting Royal Marine 
Commandos in a small boat (Photo: UK MOD) 


taken a much more aggressive approach to de- 
fending the Falklands and South Georgia than 
even prior to the Falklands War. One major 
step toward defending the Falklands came in 
1985, when RAF station Mount Pleasant was 
built. This station also acts as the airport for the 
Falklands. 

Currently, aircraft based at Mount Pleasant 
include four Eurofighter Typhoons. Although 
the Typhoon is a multi-role aircraft, it is known 
to be especially effective in dogfights, making 
it a strong counter to incursions by Argentinian 
aircraft. 

Also based at Mount Pleasant are a Voyager 
KC2 aerial refueling tanker, Hercules C3 trans- 
port and two Sea King HAR3 helicopters. Two 
additional Chinook (CH-47) helicopters are 
scheduled to deploy to the Falklands, and these 
will allow troops to be lifted quickly to counter 
threats across the islands. 

To support the aircraft, the RAF's 905 
Expeditionary Air Wing is deployed; it 
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comprises service and security personnel. Initially, 
the RAF Regiment manned Rapier Air Defense mis- 
siles at Mount Pleasant, but currently, members of 
the Royal Artillery man the Rapiers. The British 
Ministry of Defense has plans to replace the Rapiers 
over the next few years with a next-generation air 
defense missile — ^the CAMM (common anti-air 
modular missile). 

The British Army garrison on the Falkland Islands 
is also based at Mount Pleasant and comprises 
about 1,200 troops. To augment the troops sta- 
tioned in the Falklands, various British ground units 
are deployed to train in the Falklands and practice 
reinforcement of the garrison, should it be needed. 
This strengthens the message to the Argentines 
that the British will fight to retain the Falklands. 

Some of the troops on short deployment have 
trained with the Starstreak high-velocity missile 
(HVM) — a shoulder-fired weapon designed to deal 
with high-performance, low-flying aircraft (i.e., 
Argentine ground attack aircraft such as the A4AR 
or IA58). 

Part of the Mount Pleasant base is the Mare 
Harbour port facility, which may be used by Royal 
Navy units assigned to protect British interests in 


the area. In addition to others, the Royal Navy nor- 
mally has a frigate or guided missile destroyer in 
the area, supported by a Royal Fleet Auxiliary ship 
(carrying ammunition, fuel and other supplies). An 
offshore patrol ship is permanently assigned to the 
Falklands and, for six months of the year, so is an ice 
patrol vessel. 

Although the British Navy does not publicize 
deployments, a British nuclear hunter-killer subma- 
chine is often on patrol near the Falklands. 

And that's not all. 

Should a conflict arise in the Falklands, the 
British would most likely activate their Joint Rapid 
Reaction Force (JRRF). Deployment of the JRRF 
would be incremental with SAS and SBS Special 
Forces personnel and a battalion of Royal Marine 
Commandos or other light infantry (possibly a para- 
chute battalion) being sent as the first land compo- 
nent. It would be supported by a naval element of 
two frigates or 

destroyers, an attack submarine and a Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary ship. 

If more troops were needed, they would be 
drawn from 3 Commando Brigade or 16 Air Assault 
Brigade. Additional warships would also be sent. 


Action: locked breech, rotating bolt 
Caliber: 5.56x45mm NATO 
Overall length: 30.9 inches 
Barrel length: 20.4 inches 
Weight: 1 1 pounds — loaded and with SUSAT optical 
sight 

Cartridge capacity: 30-round STANAG magazine 
Sights: SUSAT, ACOG orELCAN 
Rate of fire: 600-775 rpm 


Rapier Missile 

Type: surface-to-air 

Warhead: blast fragmentation, close proximity 
Engine: solid-fuel rocket 

Operational range: 400-8,200 meters (437 yards- 
8,967 yards) 

Flight ceiling: 3,000 meters (3,281 yards) 

Speed: Mach 2.5 

Guidance system: semi-automatic command to line-of- 
sight 

Length: 2.4 meters (7.9 feet) 

Weight: 45 kilos (99 pounds) 


HMS Portland 

Type: type 23 frigate 

Number in class: 16 (13 Royal Navy, 3 Chilean navy) 
Displacement: 4,900 tons 
Length: 1 33 meters (436 feet) 

Beam: 16.1 meters (53 feet) 

Propulsion: combined diesel, electric and gas 
Speed: more than 28 knots stated (but likely 32-34 
knots) 

Range: 7,500 nautical miles 
Complement: 185 

Electronic warfare: Sea Gnat decoy system. Surface 
Ship Torpedo Defense and various others 
Armament: anti-air missiles (Sea Wolf); anti-ship mis- 
siles (Harpoon); anti-submarine torpedoes (Sting Ray); 
one BAE x 4.5-inch Mk 8 Naval gun; two 30mm 
DS30M Mk 2 guns; two miniguns; four GPMGs (gen- 
eral-purpose machine guns) 

Aircraft: one Lynx HMA8 armed with four Sea Skua anti- 
ship missiles or two anti-submachine torpedoes 
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■ A Lynx helicopter mounting a .50 
HMG firing over the South Atlantic. 
(Photo: UK MOD) 


PSYCHOLOGICAL WAR 

A good part of British deter- 
rence of an Argentine attack is 
psychological. In the 1982 war, the 
Argentines were soundly defeated, 
and many of the same units that 
inflicted that defeat would be 
quickly sent to the Falklands 
once again to counter another 
Argentine threat. 

And, unlike the Argentine 
armed forces — which have seen 
little combat since the 1982 war — 
those blooded British professionals 
have seen years of combat in 
Operation Desert Storm, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The likelihood that the British 
have one or more submarines near 
the Falklands will certainly influ- 
ence Argentine decision-making, 
because a British submarine sank 
the flagship of the Argentine Navy 
during the initial war. 

Also, unlike 1982, when 
Argentina was ruled by a military 
junta, the current Argentine gov- 
ernment will likely continue to 
press the United Nations and other 
organizations for sovereignty over 
the Falklands — but they are un- 
likely to invade the Falklands 
unless the British show an unwill- 
ingness to defend the islands. 

So far, they haven't. FP 


"... TH’OSE blooded BRITISH PROFESSIONALS HAVE SEEN 
YEARS OF COMBAT IN OPERATION DESERT STORM, 
AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ" 
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THE 5.11 COVRT M4 GUN 
BAG PROVIDES DISCREET 
COMFORTABLE CARRY 


^ E3V DREW PRUHS 


S OUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA-BASED 
5.11 TACTICAL 
UNDERSTANDS 
THAT THE MISSION 
DRIVES THE GEAR. 

With a covert gear option in its 
Bags & Packs line, 5.1 1 is bringing 
several options of purposefully 
nontactical bags to the market. 

So, when the opportunity to use 
and review its 5.1 1 Covrt M4 Gun 
Bag arose, I jumped at the chance. 

STARTING OFF 

For all of you who visit the 
range but have felt the eyes of 
your neighbors watching as you 
load your bags, cases and ammo 
can into your car, you probably 
need a less-overt means of trans- 
porting your rifle. 

A similar issue exists for motor- 
cyclists. A nontactical bag can re- 
duce a lot of stares and potential 
calls from concerned citizens. 

Additionally, in today's kinder, 
gentler world, there are some 
gun-bearing professionals who 
might need to covertly transport a 
rifle from point A to point B with- 
out hurting any delicate 
sensibilities. 

5.1 1's Covrt M4 Gun Bag gets 
the job done. I'll tell you why. 


BAG SPECS 

My first impressions of the 
Covrt M4 were very positive. My 
bag was asphalt/black. It is also 
offered in ice, as well as true 
navy/asphalt. 

The bag has three pockets 
or storage areas. The main one 
is meant to hold a rifle, while the 
other two, one of which is larger 
than the other, can house miscel- 
laneous items. 

The main compartment meas- 
ures 34 (H) X 12 (W)x 2.5(D) 
inches. The larger front compart- 
ment measures 21.77 x 10 x 3.6 
inches; and the smaller front com- 
partment measures 10 x 10 x 3.6 
inches. 

To try it out, I grabbed my fa- 
vorite AR, which has a 16-inch 
barrel. Placing the rifle in the 
main compartment with a col- 
lapsed stock, the AR fit just right. 
There is a padded muzzle pocket 
at the bottom designed to hold 
the muzzle and limit its move- 
ment while transporting. 

There is also an integrated 
hook-and-loop strap spaced to 
hold the rifle securely. While 
there was very little room to 
spare lengthwise, the rifle was 
equipped and stowed with an 
EOTech EXPS and G33 Magnifier 
and full-sized magazine with no 



■ The 5.11 Covrt 
M4 Gun Bag is 
designed to 
house a collapsi- 
ble stock M4 
and critical 
accessories while 
remaining 
inconspicuous. 


■ The 5.1 1 Covrt M4 Gun 
Bag features internal foam 
padding at the top and 
sides and a padded muzzle 
cup. Integrated weapon-re- 
tention straps 
ensure safe, stable and 
secure carry at all times. 


Contact Information 


5.11 Tactical 

(866) 451-1726 
511Tactical.com 


Reviewer Likes 

• Color scheme 

• Discreet way to carry a rifle 

• Comfortable 

• Three carry options 


MSRP: 

$139.99 
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space issues. The bag will not 
carry a longer rifle, but it will 
take all the tactical gadgets you 
can strap to your rifle. 

As for the two external pock- 
ets, the larger is an open pocket 
with no straps, hook-and-loop 
feature or Molle to secure any- 
thing. It could potentially hold a 
fair amount of equipment or ac- 
cessories, but it will all settle to 
the bottom of the pocket. 

The smallest of the pockets 
features four rows of Molle and 
six columns of Molle with a loop 
ID panel at the top. It is large 
enough to hold two AR mag 
shingles or several smaller 
pouches. Plus, with the Molle, 
you can secure your pouches or 
patches on the Molle and hook- 
and-loop panel. 

Other features include a 
breathable back pad and shoul- 
der strap. The back portion of 
the bag has light padding, and 
there is a 6- x 22-inch central 
breathable back pad that of- 
fered good airflow. The breath- 
able shoulder strap features an 
adjustable, quick-detach buckle 
that can be switched for am- 
bidextrous cross-body carry. 
There is also an additional stabi- 
lized carry strap. 

Finally, the shoulder strap has 
a quick-detach hook-and-loop 
accessory strap that can hold 
anything with a belt loop-type 
fastener. The bag also offers two 
carry handles (at the top and on 
the side) that will allow for 
"suitcase "-type carry. 

PUT TO THE TEST 

Trying out the bag was simple 
enough, but I also used it to 
carry my rifle to and from the 
range and a couple training 
classes. I did not go out of my 
way to be obvious but carried it 
in plain view. I also did not feel 
as if I were advertising my rifle 


when I left it in my vehicle. 

I used the smaller external 
pocket as an admin pouch and a 
pouch to carry my MUT Leather- 
man. I used the larger of the ex- 
ternal pockets to hold five 
PMAGs. There was plenty of 
room, but there was no way to 
secure them in place, so they 
moved around freely. 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

My take on the 5.1 1 Covrt 
M4? 

The bag definitely provides a 
discreet way to carry a rifle. It 
looks good and is more akin to a 
bag you would buy at a sporting 
goods store than at a gun shop. 

The colors are subdued, and 
the bag was comfortable to 
wear while fully loaded and did 
not move too much on my back. 

Because it offers several carry 
options, you'll have no trouble 
getting it from point A to point 
B. And you won't garner undue 
attention during any pit stops 
you might make along the way. 

My only criticism of the bag is 
that the larger of the two exter- 
nal pockets is just a large, open 
pocket; it would be nice if it had 
some internal pockets or more 
Molle so the user could attach 
personalized pouches. 

Overall, I think the 5.1 1 Covrt 
M4 bag is well made and offers 
the user a very useable rifle bag 
that doesn't look like one. While 
discreetly moving a rifle is not an 
issue for every shooter, it is a 
very real issue for some shooters, 
both recreational and profes- 
sional. 

5.1 1 Tactical has filled a 
needed niche in the market. I am 
happy to see a purpose-made 
bag that answers that need. FP 

Drew Pruhs works for a 
California-based law enforce- 
ment agency. 
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- You're looking at Tyler Hughes. 

This 10-year combat veteran of the United 
States Marine Corps served in both Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The list of what he accomplished could go on 
forever and a day, but most notably, he was a 


Scout Sniper team leader and Scout Sniper 
platoon sergeant. 

Translated, that means he's a badass. And 
you can bet he took it to the enemy. Big time. 

■ Photo by Gus Alonzo 







BRAVO 

COMPANY USA 


KeyMod ' is here! 


KeyMod™ is the tactical 
industry's new modular standard! 


• Trijicon Accu Point TR24G 
1-4x24 Riflescope $1,020.00 

• BCM® Diamondhead 
Folding Rear Sight 
$119.00 


• BCMGUNFIGHTERTM 
QD End Plate $16.95 


GEARWARD Ranger • BCMGUNFIGHTERtm 
B and 20-Pak $10.00 Grip Mod 0 $29.95 


• American Defense 
RECON X Scope 
Mount $189.95 



• BCM® Diamondhead 
Folding Front Sight 
$99.00 




• BCMGUNFIGHTERTM 
Compensator Mod 0 
$89.95 

• BCM® Low Profile 
Gas Block $44.95 

• BCMGaNFIGHTERT"^ 

Vertical Grip Mod 3 $18.95 

BCM® A2X Flash 
Suppressor $34.95 



B5 Systems 
SOPMOD 
Bravo Stock 

$58.00 


Blue Force Gear 
VCAS Sling 
$45.00 



Ceissele 

SSA 

Trigger 
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Tactical 
Trigger $209.95 



Inforce 

WML-HSP 
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Trijicon 
TA31RCO-M4 
ACOG 4x32 

$1,422.05 




Aimpoint 

PRO 

Patrol Rifle Optic 

$424.00 
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BCM® KMR-A ' ^ J 

KeyMod Free Float 
Rail Handguards 

Same as the fantastic original KMR Handguards 
but machined from aircraft aluminum! 

BCM 9 Inch KMR-A9 $176.95 

BCM 10 Inch KMR-A10 $179.95 

BCM 13 Inch KMR-A13 $189.95 

BCM 15 Inch KMR-A15 $199.95 

PWS Dl KeyMod Rail Handguard 

Free float KeyMod rail for AR15/M4 pattern rifles. 

PWS Dl 12 Inch Rail $249.95 

PWS Dl 15 Inch Rail $249.95 

p - PWS KeyMod 
Polymer Bipod 
Adapter $23.95 




Daniel Defense SLIM Rail Handguard 

Slim, Light, Modular KeyMod free float handguard. 

DD SUM Rail 12.0 $265.00 

DD SUM Rail 15.0 $265.00 

Daniel Defense 
KeyMod Bipod 
Adapter 
$47.00 

Daniel Defense 
KeyMod 1 O'clock 
Offset Rail Assembly 

$39.00 



BCMCUNFIGHTERT” 
KeyMod 1-Inch 
Ring Light 
Mount 

For 1" diameter 
lights $39.95 

BCMGUNFIGHTER™ 
KeyMod Modular 
Scout Light Mount 

For SureFire Scout 
Light $39.95 

BCMGUNFIGHTER™ 
KeyMod Modular 
Light Mount 

For 1913 mounted 
lights $39.95 
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Arisaka Inline KeyMod 
Scout Mount $34.00 




Arisaka Ring KeyMod 
1 " Light Mount $44.oo 



Thorntail KeyMod Offset 
Adaptive Light Mounts 

Thorntail 

1.030 Mount . . . $70.00 
Thorntail M3M6 
1913 Mount .... $50.00 
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Arson Machine Company KeyMod 
Light Mounts 

Scout M600 

Mount . . . $48.00 

Ring Mount . . $44.00 
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The Huger® AR-556® semi-automatic, M4-styie, direct impingement Modern Sporting Rifie is American-made and 

constructed from top-quaiity components, inciuding a forged 7075-T6 aiuminum upper and tower receiver and a odd hammer- 
forged, chrome-moiy steet barret with M4 feed ramp cuts. Chambered in 5.56 NATO, the AR-556's carbine-iength, ftattop, 
M4 design is futty configured with a Huger® Rapid Deptoy foiding rear sight, milted F-height gas block with post front sight, 
forward assist, dust cover, brass deflector, telescoping six-position stock, improved trigger-reach grip, enlarged trigger guard and 
one 30-round Magpul® PMAG®. Standardized M4/AR components are utilized throughout, so the AR-556® is easily customized. 


*Sonie rifles may not be available in all states and locales due to laws limiting magazine capacity and feature-based restrictions. Please check with your local law enforcement agency prior to purchasing this firearm 
to verify that it may legally be purchased and/or possessed in your particular state and locale. 


Join Ruger and help us raise $4,000,000 for the NRA. 

VISIT: RUGER.COM/2MILLION 
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